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A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Intrgduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 


•  Offers  Art,  Music,  Science,  Language,  Physical 
Education,  Computer  &  Chess. 

Student  Body 

There  were  593  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1 994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  34.2%  Black,  22.3%  White,  02.4%  Asian,  and 
40.8%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

97  6% 

Attendance:                   91.4% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

0 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  20  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


^LM 


Mission  Statement 

The  Sumner  is  a  child-oriented  school  emphasizing 
in  an  innovative  manner  the  education  of  the  whole 
child.  Our  approach,  recognizing  that  each  child  is  a 
unique  person,  develops  and  nurtures  each  child's 
talent  and  abilities.  Everyone  at  the  Sumner  is  good 
at  something  and  we  are  proud  of  our  diversity.  Our 
purpose  is  to  nurture  the  total  child  by  providing  a 
safe  and  challenging  learning  atmosphere  where 
everyone  takes  pride  in  his/her  own  self-worth  and 
recognizes  and  respects  the  abilities  of  the  other 
members  of  the  school  community. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Located  in  a  quiet  residential  area  near 
Roslindale  Village; 

•  Student  population  of  620  from  K1  thru  grade  5; 

•  Features  a  parent-run,  Before-School  Program; 

•  Offers  a  before-school  tutoring  program; 

•  Part  of  TEAMS/Telecommunications  for  Math  & 
Science; 

•  Sponsors  a  winter  Read-a-Thon  Contest; 

•  Collaborates  with  the  Pro  Arte  Chamber 
Orchestra  of  Boston; 

•  Invites  the  West  Roxbury  High  School  "Reading 
Raiders"  to  Grade  1  &  2; 

•  Takes  part  in  the  anti-violence  Second  Step 
Program; 

Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Charles  River  bus  (Rte.  36).  Stimson  via  Belgrade  bus  (Rte.  35)  or 
Dedham  Line  bus  (Rte.  34)  to  Roslindale  Square.  Cross  Washington  Street  to  Basile  Street  -  school  is  just  behind  the 
Municipal  Building  and  the  Post  Office. 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Sumner  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Sumner  Elementary 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  perfomiance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May.  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
l\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

students  in  the  3rd,  4th  &  5th 
grades  use  writing  folders  for  work 
done  in  reading/language  arts. 
Students  in  1st  &  2nd  grades  keep 
journals.  All  students  use  our  book 
binding  machine  to  make  books  of 
their  own.  All  students  complete 
both  individual  and  group  projects 
in  art  class.  Others  use  portfolios. 

Next  Steps 

To  continue  our  academic 
improvement,  we  plan  to  enhance  a 
number  of  programs  during  school 
year  1995/96.  We  are  expanding 
our  student-teacher  training 
program  with  Boston  College, 
Northeastern  and  UMass.  SPED 
inclusion  programs  will  be 
expanded  and  we  will  continue  to 
enhance  mainstreaming  of  Bilingual 
students.  We  plan  to  offer  more 
monthly  workshops  for  parents  in 
order  for  them  to  work  with  their 
children  at  home.  We  also  will 
initiate  a  literacy  program  for 
bilingual  parents.  A  more 
formalized  Alternative  Assessment 

Program  will  be  offered  to  staff  as 
well. 

Additional  Comments 

In  addition  to  emphasizing  a  strong 
curriculum  with  a  focus  on  math 
and  science  and  offering  a  variety 
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of  specialty  subject  areas,  the 
Sumner  School  Staff  is  committed 
to  supporting  the  teaching/leaming 
process  in  many  other  ways.  Staff 
have  received  many  grants  this 
year,  including  an  EAGLE  GRANT 
for  K-2  students,  two  grants  from 
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the  Center  for  Leadership 
Development  for  teacher  research 
and  six  IMPACT  11  grants  for 
community  learning  in  grades  3  -  5. 
We  have  formed  a  partnership  with 
S.C.A.T.  and  MENTOR  counseling 
agencies  for  students  and  their 
families.  In  school  we  work  hard  to 
create  an  atmosphere  of  respect 
and  safety. 
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A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishnnents  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

At  the  Mendell  School,  our  philosophy  is 
characterized  in  a  program  which  develops  the 
self-esteem  of  all  students.  The  professional  staff 
eagerly  and  earnestly  answer  the  needs  of  the 
individual  leamer.  The  faculty  uses  every  opportunity 
to  praise  and  encourage  students  to  reach  their 
maximum  potential.  A  conscious  decision  has  been 
made  to  teach  across  many  disciplines  to  promote 
creative  thinking.  We  approach  the  task  of  educating 
with  the  knowledge  that  they  are  our  future. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Is  in  a  quiet  neighborhood  on  the  Jamaica  Plain 
line; 

•  Has  two  computer  labs; 

•  Is  reorganizing  to  include  special  needs  and 
regular  education  students  in  the  same 
programs; 

•  Uses  cooperative  learning  and  exciting 
"hands-on"  materials  to  teach  math; 

•  Welcomes  parents  anytime  to  observe  classes, 
help  the  teachers,  or  visit  the  parent  center; 

•  Has  just  been  renovated,  with  new 
energy-efficient  windows,  heating  system, 
lighting,  and  paint. 


Student  Body 

There  were  253  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  59.3%  Black,  07.5%  White,  01 .2%  Asian,  and 
31 .6%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 
Pupils  Suspended: 


98.4% 

92.1% 

1 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  38  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $6,325. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Mendell  Elementary  scored  in  the  upper  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  voted  to  spend  the 
money  on  books  for  the  Library,  a  printing 
sharing  device,  a  color  printer,  recorders  for  the 
third,  fourth  and  fifth  graders,  art  supplies  and 
each  teacher  received  some  money  to  spend  on 
materials  for  their  classroom. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  or  Ruggles  Stations  take  Ruggles-Forest  Hills  bus  (Rte.  42)  to  School  Street. 


Mendell  Elementary 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  perfonnance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 
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Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Mendell  Elementary's 
3rd  grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  upper  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  upper  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
IVIeasure  Student 
Performance 

students  in  the  fourth  and  fifth 
grades  maintain  Cumulative  Writing 
Folders.  The  first  grade  students 
involved  in  the  inclusion  program 
maintain  student  portfolios.  Primary 
Cumulative  Writing  Folders  will  be 
introduced  in  the  second  and  third 
grades. 


Next  Steps 


To  maintain  our  current  progress, 
we  plan  on  Initiating  an  Integrated 
and  comprehensive  Music  and  Art 
program  with  an  emphasis  on  the 
literature  component  of  the 
Harcourt  Brace  Reading  Program. 
The  first  grade  students  will  be 
involved  in  an  inclusion  model  to 
promote  student  performance  and 
social  interaction.  Parents  well  be 
invited  to  volunteer  at  the  school  in 
a  variety  of  situations.  Parents  will 
receive  a  copy  of  a  Home  School 
Compact.  The  staff  and  parents  will 
begin  working  on  teams  around 
such  issues  as  Personnel,  Fund 
Raising,  Parental  Involvement, 
Public  Relations,  Curriculum  and 


Grantwriting  and  Budget.  The 
second  grade  students  will 
participate  in  Reading  Is 
Fundamental. 

Additional  Comments 

At  the  Mendell  School  your  child 
will  find  a  caring  faculty  that  will 
make  leamlng  Interesting  and 
challenging.  We  have  formed  a 
partnership  with  Vinfen  which 
provides  individual  and  group 
counseling  for  students  and  their 
families.  In  school  we  bring 
together  students  of  different 
abilities.  In  this  way  more  advanced 
students  help  less  abled  students 
and  both  groups  gain  from  the 
experience.  Self-esteem  is 
enhanced  and  the  school  becomes 
a  community  of  learners. 
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A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  George  A.  Lewis  Middle  School's  mission  is 
based  upon  the  unique  characteristics  of  the  early 
adolescent  and  the  dignity  that  every  child 
possesses.  The  key  educational  components  of  the 
school  are:  interdisciplinary  instruction,  advisor/ 
advisee  model  with  counseling  for  at-risk  students, 
and  exploratory  activities  using  the  Visual  and 
Performing  Arts  as  a  central  focus.  Our  goal  is  to 
assess  the  individual  needs  of  each  child  and 
provide  a  holistic  education  to  meet  those  needs 
while  celebrating  each  child's  diversity. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Visual  and  Performing  Arts  Theme  School  with 
day  and  after  school  classes  in  music,  dance, 
photography,  theater,  and  the  arts; 

•  Partnerships  with  Digital  and  G.T.E.  Corp., 
Northeastern  University,  UMass-Boston,  Boston 
University,  Arts  in  Progress,  MassPep 
(Pre-Engineering),  Boston  Ballet,  Boston 
Conservatory,  and  Sports  Museum; 

•  Offers  Mentor  Programs  with  Big  Sisters,  G.T.E. , 
Lotus,  UMass,  Boston  College; 

•  Offers  TEAMS  (Telecommunications  Education 
for  Advances  in  Math  &  Science)  and  EM-MAT 
(Elementary  &  Middle  Math  And  Technology); 

•  Provides  a  Summer  Academic  and  Enrichment 
Program  in  July; 

•  Offers  computer  education  using  IBM, 
Macintosh,  CD-ROM  and  the  Internet; 

•  Trains  students  in  peer  mediation.  Young 
Negotiators  Program,  anti-violence  curricula,  and 
Stress  Management; 

•  Encourages  parent  and  community  participation 
through  School  Site  Council,  School  Based 


Management,  and  parent  activities  such  as: 
Alumni  Night,  Fathers'  and  Mothers'  Breakfasts, 
parent  dinners  and  open  houses; 

•  Is  a  newly  renovated  and  beautifully  landscaped 
facility  overlooking  Malcolm  X  Park. 

Student  Body 

There  were  284  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  74.6%  Black,  09.2%  White,  00.0%  Asian,  and 
16.2%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  94.0% 

Attendance:  91.1% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:  0% 

Pupils  Suspended:  32 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  40  points  out  of  a  possible  75. 
The  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54 
points.  At  least  37  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $4,253. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


i^ 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Lewis  Middle  scored  in  the  upper  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  dropout  rate,  student  and 
staff  attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  voted  to  spend  the 
funds  on  the  after-school  program  that 
encompasses  Academic  Reinforcement  and 
Enrichment,  Athletics,  Mentoring  Program,  and 
the  Visual  and  Performing  Arts.  The  after-school 
program  is  held  Monday-Thursday  from  1:35pm 
to  3:00  pm.  Through  this  program,  the  Lewis 
School  is  able  to  provide  the  supportive 
atmosphere  needed  by  our  students  to  succeed. 


Directions  to  Schiool:  From  Dudley  Square  or  Ruggles  Stations  take  Franklin  Park  bus  (Rte.  44)  to  Walnut  Avenue  and 
Humboldt  Avenue.  From  Forest  Hills  or  Washington  Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Dudley.  Proceed  as  above.  From 
Franklin  Park  Station  take  Seaver-Humboldt  bus  (Rte.  44)  to  Walnut  Avenue  and  Humboldt  Avenue. 


Lewis  Middle 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

8th  Grade  Reading 


id 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

8th  Grade  Mathematics 

y^ 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Lewis  Middle's  8th  grade 
students  on  average  ranked  in 
the  lower  third  on  reading  and  in 
the  middle  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
l\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

All  students  at  the  Lewis  Middle 
School  participate  in  the 
Cumulative  Writing  Folder  Program 
which  incorporates  all  subjects  in 
the  writing  process.  Using 
interdisciplinary  instruction  as  a 
base,  students  are  evaluated  in  a 
variety  of  ways  such  as:  group 
projects,  exhibitions,  and 
performances. 

Next  Steps 

The  Lewis  tWIiddle  School  plans  to 
expand  the  Visual  and  Performing 
Arts  Program  to  include  an 
integrated  arts  curriculum.  In 
addition,  the  reading  program  will 
be  enhanced  by  the  expansion  of  a 
literature  program  for  all  grades. 
The  mathematics  program  will 
include  an  Algebra  I  program  for 
eighth  graders  and  Pre-Algebra  for 
seventh  graders.  Science  will 
continue  to  be  reinforced  by 
hands-on  activities  including 
computerized  Lego  Labs,  satellite 
communications.  Ocean  Challenge 
Program,  and  laboratory 
experiences. 


Additional  Comments 

The  Lewis  School  is  very  excited 
about  visual  and  performing  arts! 
Our  dance  and  percussion  group 
performed  at  the  f^useum  of  Fine 
Arts  125th  anniversary;  our  chorus 
sang  at  the  Mayor's  State  of  the 
City  address,  the  Migrant  Workers 
Conference,  and  the  Soundstage 
Holiday  Party;  and  our  photography 
students  exhibited  at  AAMARP, 
African  American  Master  Artists  In 
Residency  Program.  Visiting 
celebrities  include  Christopher 
Hogwood  of  The  Handel  and  Haydn 
Society;  DeAma  Battle  of  Art  of 
Black  Dance  and  Music;  and  Lewis 
students'  poetry  was  set  to  music 
by  Raymond  Fahrner  of  the  Boston 
Chamber  Ensemble.  The  Lewis 
School  has  shown  dramatic 
increases  in  the  number  of  students 
who  make  our  school  their  first 
choice. 
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Introduction 

in  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  James  P.  Timilty  fvliddle  School's  mission  is  to 
prepare  all  students  to  meet  successfully  the 
challenges  of  the  21st  century.  We  are  charged  with 
cultivating  the  academic,  social,  and  emotional 
well-being  of  America's  children.  We  must  develop 
our  students  to  be  confident,  intelligent 
problem-solvers  who  will  become  the  leaders  of  the 
next  century. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Offers  Project  Promise,  an  innovative  approach 
to  learning  that  includes  a  longer  school  day, 
extending  student  schedules  from  the  average  7 
periods  to  9  academic  periods; 

•  Winner  of  the  National  Award  for  Excellence 
from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education; 

•  Infuses  reading,  writing,  and  math  across  all 
subjects; 

•  Offers  two  periods  of  reading  and  two  periods  of 
math  daily; 

•  Provides  small  classes,  with  an  average  of  24 
students  for  every  teacher; 

•  Provides  mentoring  programs  through  an  active 
science  partnership  with  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital; 

•  Cluster  system  (schools  within  a  school)  that 
allows  a  closer  relationship  between  teachers, 
students  and  parents; 

•  Proclaimed  a  "Violence  Free  Zone"  by  students, 
faculty  and  staff; 

•  Student  performance  on  standardized  tests 
ranks  among  the  highest  of  all  BPS  middle 
schools. 


Student  Body 

There  were  549  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  45.9%  Black,  10.7%  White,  03.6%  Asian,  and 
39.3%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  93.3% 

Attendance:  92.5% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:    4% 

Pupils  Suspended:        16 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  54  points  out  of  a  possible  75. 
The  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54 
points.  At  least  37  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $1 3,725. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


k6 

Lower  third        Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Timilty  Middle  scored  in  the  upper  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  dropout  rate,  student  and 
staff  attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  voted  to  spend  one- 
third  of  the  money  to  upgrade  our  computer  lab 
and  to  enhance  computer  assisted  instruction  in 
the  library  and  in  the  classrooms.  Approximately 
one-tenth  of  the  money  will  be  used  to  provide 
professional  development  that  will  help  improve 
the  increased  special  needs  and  bilingual 
inclusion  efforts.  The  remainder  of  the  funds  will 
be  used  to  purchase  texts  and  other  instructional 
materials  and  to  provide  transportation  for 
pertinent  field  trips  that  will  enhance  classroom 
learning. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Dudley  Square  or  Jackson  Square  Stations  take  Heath  Street  bus  (Rte.  46)  or  Centre-Eliot  bus 
(Rte.  41  )  to  Eliot  Square.  From  Forest  Hills  or  Washington  Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Roxbury  Crossing  Station. 
Cross  street  toward  Roxbury  Community  College.  Take  2nd  right  on  King  St.  Take  left  on  Roxbury  St.  to  Eliot  Square. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
l\Aay,  1995 

8th  Grade  Reading 


.d 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

8th  Grade  Mathematics 

Id 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Timilty  Middle's  8th  grade 
students  on  average  ranked  in 
the  upper  third  on  reading  and  in 
the  upper  third  on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
l\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

The  John  Collins  Writing  folder 
process  is  used  in  all  classes. 
Through  this  process,  students  edit 
each  others'  compositions,  followed 
by  the  teachers'  assessment  of 
individual  writing  samples.  Many 
teachers  involve  the  students  in 
interdisciplinary  thematic  units  in 
which  assessments  are  done  on 
the  basis  of  group  performance  on 
designated  tasks.  Science  fair 
projects,  dioramas,  thematic 
renditions,  and  oral  presentations 
are  also  means  by  which  student 
performance  is  assessed. 

Next  Steps 

We  Intend  to  greatly  improve  our 
parent  participation  through  our 
newly  established  Family  Center. 
The  Center  will  be  staffed  with  a  full 
time  coordinator  and  six  part-time 
"parenting  parents",  who  will 
maintain  constant  contact  with 
parents  and  provide  job  skills 
training  and  community  agency 
referrals  focusing  on  improving 
family  health.  We  aim  to  bolster  our 


business  partnerships  in  an  effort  to 
increase  career  awareness 
opportunities  for  our  students.  To 
improve  basic  skills,  we  will 
enhance  classroom  instruction  by 
increasing  cooperative  learning 
activities  and  team  teaching 
methods. 

Additional  Comments 

The  task  of  educating  children  for 
the  21st  Century  requires 
collaboration.  Building  partnerships 
with  the  community  is  essential.  At 
the  Timilty,  we  recognize  this 
necessity  and  strive  to  create 
positive  relationships  with  parents, 
community  leaders  and  business 
people.  The  Timilty  is  successful 
because  we  offer  a  number  of 
special  programs  and  a  myriad  of 
support  services  to  help  our 
children  achieve  their  individual 
potential.  It  is  through  this 
"conspiracy  of  care"  that  we  will 
continue  to  achieve  a  high  level  of 
success. 
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•  Provides  monthly  award  incentives  to  build 
student  self-esteem; 

•  Availability  of  computers  in  each  classroom; 

•  Provides  instrumental  band  instruction  for 
students  in  grades  3-5  in  addition  to  an  active 
Girl  Scout  Troop  for  grades  3-5; 

•  Provides  innovative  methods  of  inclusion,  with 
cross-over  programs  involving  K1 ,  PTC  and 
Gr.1. 

Student  Body 

There  were  165  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  41.8%  Black,  39.4%  White,  01.8%  Asian,  and 
15.8%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

98.8% 

Attendance:                   

94.3% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

4 

Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Philbrick  School  is  dedicated  to  the  belief  that 
"Inspiration  Equals  Education"  and  that  all  children 
can  learn.  We  are  committed  to  providing  students 
with  the  means  to  master  the  basic  skills,  in 
accordance  with  the  child's  abilities,  interests,  and 
needs.  Emphasis  is  also  placed  on  creative  writing 
and  problem  solving  techniques,  coupled  with 
independent  and  critical  thinking  skills.  Our  mission 
involves  a  commitment  to  provide  a  safe  and 
nurturing  atmosphere  in  which  to  prepare  students 
for  the  21st  century  as  responsible  and  educated 
citizens. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Small,  intimate  school  atmosphere  with  only  one 
class  at  each  grade  level  including  a  primary 
transitional  class; 

•  Offers  a  Reading  Recovery  program  for  1st 
grade  students; 

•  Overall  average  test  score  performance  is  high 
(at  or  above  the  national  median  for  almost  all 
grades  in  reading  and  mathematics); 

•  Collaborations:  Primary  Bridges  Project,  Boston 
Community  Services,  Boston  Music  Education 
Collaborative,  Very  Special  Arts,  American 
Chess  Foundation,  National  Geographic 
Science/Computer  Internet  program; 

•  Art/Science  program  in  association  with  the 
Franklin  Park/Stone  Zoo; 

•  Chapter  636  tutorial  program  provides  1  to  1  and 
small  group  instruction  in  math  and  reading; 

Directions  to  Scliool:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Wolcott  Square  or  Cleary  Square  via  Hyde  Park  Avenue  bus  (Rte.  32) 
to  Mt.  Hope  Street;  first  left  on  Mt.  Hope  Street  to  school.  From  Washington  or  Ruggles  Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to 
Forest  Hills.  Proceed  as  above. 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  18  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Philbrick  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
n/lay,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

1.  Use  of  the  Cumulative  Writing 
Folders  in  grades  3-5.  2.  Pre  and 
Post  testing  in  the  Reading 
Recovery  program,  as  well  as 
within  the  Primary  Transition 
Classroom  and  Resource  Room.  3. 
Results  of  cooperative  learning 
projects  and  Individual  student 
projects,  including  an  annual 
science  fair  for  all  students  in 
grs.1-5,  PTC  and  Kindergarten.  4. 
t^aintaining  individual  student  work 
portfolios.  5.  Continuous  informal 
assessments  and  weekly  reports  of 
student  performance. 

Next  Steps 

1.  Implementation  of  the  1st  year  of 
our  3  year  Education  Plan.  2. 
Maintain  current  collaborations, 
programs  and  special  projects.  3. 
Work  closely  with  our  business 
partner,  Star  Market.  4.  Provide 
additional  professional 
development  for  teachers  and 
parents.  5.  Involvement  in  writing 
grants.  6.  Provide  additional 
computers  and  technology  for 

students  and  teachers.  7. 
Encourage  more  parental 
involvement. 

Additional  Comments 

We  foster  school  pride  and 
personal  self-esteem  in  the  student 
body  as  a  whole  through  regular 

^kl  ,  ■ 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

3rd  Grade  l^athematics 

awards  programs.  Students  are 
recognized  for  perfect  attendance, 
student  of  the  month,  weekly  stars, 
academic  achievement  and 

;.•:  ^kd  ;■ 

birthdays.  Each  and  every  student 
of  our  diverse  student  body  is 
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treated  with  respect  and  dignity  by 
school  staff.  We  expect  and 
demand  the  same  of  students 
whether  they  are  in  school  or  in  the 
community. 

S4561-OISRTL95v1.3-1.100 


Boston 
Public  Schools 


John  F.  Kennedy 
Elementary  School 


DONALD  DEGRANDIS 
Principal/Headmaster 

7  BOLSTER  ST 

BOSTON,  MA  02130 

635-8127 

December,  1995 


A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  acconnplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

Our  primary  mission  is  to  create  a  safe,  nurturing, 
supportive,  and  child-centered  learning  environment. 
Our  goal  is  to  provide  an  atmosphere  in  which  our 
children  can  leam  and  thrive  with  self-esteem  and 
pride  in  themselves,  their  school,  and  their 
community.  At  the  John  F.  Kennedy,  we  believe  that 
all  children  can  achieve  and  we  expect  them  to 
develop  to  their  fullest  potential  as  we  strive  for 
academic  excellence.  With  school,  home,  and 
community  working  together,  we  can  offer  the  best 
elements  of  a  private  school  education  in  a  public 
school  setting. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Has  600  students  in  Kindergarten  through  Grade 
5; 

•  Is  a  bright,  modem  facility  with  a  fhendly 
atmosphere; 

•  Emphasizes  basic  skills  and  prides  itself  on 
racial  harmony; 

•  Has  full-time  teachers  in  science,  music, 
computer  &  physical  education; 

•  Has  an  after-school  program  for  Grades  1-4; 

•  Has  adopted  an  optional  school  uniform; 

•  Offers  counseling  by  School  Counseling  and 
Treatment  program; 

•  Has  a  fully  equipped  computer  lab  &  computers 
in  classrooms; 

•  Offers  Reading  Recovery  for  Grade  1  students  in 
reading; 


•  Has  a  Talented  and  Gifted  Program  for  Grades 
3-5. 

Student  Body 

There  were  590  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  20.8%  Black,  04.4%  White,  00.7%  Asian,  and 
73.7%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 


98.5% 
93.4% 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  30  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $1 0,031 . 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
John  F  Kennedy  scored  in  the  middle  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  is  working  on  how  to 
spend  the  funds.  Several  suggestions  have  been 
made:  recreational  reading  books  for  students; 
science  and  math  manipulatives;  field  trips; 
physical  education  equipment;  music  books; 
individual  rewards  for  all  students;  and  money  to 
be  spent  at  the  discretion  of  each  classroom  in 
the  school. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  or  Copley  Stations  take  Copley  bus  (Rte.  39)  to  Perkins  Street  and  South 
Huntington  Avenue.  Walk  along  Perkins  Street  to  Centre  Street.  Continue  on  Centre  Street;  right  on  Wyman  Street  to 
Bolster  Street. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 


MMllan  Parcsntll* 
I  57     55 


Reading 


Mathematics 


55      54 


SysMnnvId* 
53     50      "}o-'Av«rag«»' 


Median  P»rc«ntil* 
I  68     69  1 


Systemwid* 
~j»-"Averag«8" 


55 


^ 


i 


■TT 


3 
1993-94 


4 
1994-95 


National 
>"Avarage* 


Grade  In  SY1 994-95 


Grade  In  SY1994-95 


Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


id  . 

Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  John  F  Kennedy's  3rd 
grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  middle  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  upper  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

All  students  in  Grades  4  and  5 
maintain  a  cumulative  writing  folder 
for  English  compostion.  All  students 
in  Grades  1  -  5  take  a  final 
examination  during  June  in  reading, 
mathematics,  and  composition  with 
criterion  referenced  tests.  All 
Kindergarten  students  are  issued  a 
progress  report  three  times  yeariy. 
The  school  staff  is  investigating  the 
implementation  of  student  portfolio 
assessments. 


Next  Steps 


We  plan  to  implement  several  new 
ideas  and  programs  during 
1995-96.  A  computerized  writing 
folder  program  will  be  piloted  in  all 
grade  5  classes.  We  eventually  will 
implement  this  program  in  all 
grades  3-5.  We  will  work  on 
increasing  our  outstanding  parent 
participation.  We  intend  to 
implement  a  Lead  Teacher 
Program  using  technology  to 
implement  school  goals  in 
mathematics,  science,  and  process 
writing.  We  will  accelerate  the 


mainstreaming  of  bilingual  students 
into  regular  classes.  We  expect  to 
continue  utilizing  EM-MAT  and 
TEAMS  to  enrich  reading,  math  and 
science.  We  will  expand  our 
collaboratives  with  Boston  College, 
Hellenic  College  and 
U. Mass-Boston. 

Additional  Comments 

Parents  are  encouraged  to  be 
active  partners  in  their  children's 
learning  in  school  and  at  home, 
reviewing  homework,  discussing 
school  activities,  and  reading  and 
talking  with  their  children  about 
what  they  have  read.  Parents  are 
always  welcomed  at  our  school 
where  an  open-door  policy  is  a 
time-honored  tradition.  At  the 
Kennedy,  we  value  the  involvement 
of  the  community  so  that  the  school 
and  community  become  a  team  to 
promote  the  unique  talents  and 
strengths  that  our  students  will 
need  in  a  changing  and  complex, 
multicultural  worid.  The  school 
encourages  strong  parent 
involvement.  For  each  of  the  past 
three  years,  more  than  400  parents 
have  visited  the  school  during  the 
November  Open  House.  Finally, 
74%  of  staff  have  a  Master's 
Degree.  s427o-oisrtl95vi.3-i.ioo 
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•  Offers  Reading  Recovery  and  an  excellent 
Science  Program; 

•  Has  an  active  School  Parent  Council  and 
encourages  parental  involvement; 

•  Is  developing  an  inclusion  program  that  supports 
the  needs  of  all  students. 

Student  Body 

There  were  193  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  46.1%  Black,  26.9%  White,  02.1%  Asian,  and 
23.8%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                  

100.%% 

Attendance:                   

92.4% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

1 

Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

T       Jianning  Elementary  School  believes  that  all 
s      ents  are  special  and  have  a  natural  excitement 
and  curiosity  about  learning.  We  nurture  this  natural 
instinct  for  discovery  using  cooperative  learning  and 
st  ired  decision-making.  Our  focus  on  academic  and 
social  skills  as  a  developmental  process  guide  our 
students  in  mastering  tools  for  successfully  meeting 
the  challenges  of  the  next  century.  Having  gained  an 
understanding  of  the  importance  of  education,  we 
prepare  our  students  to  become  community  and 
world  leaders  for  tomorrow. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Is  in  a  safe,  residential  area,  near  the  Faulkner 
Hospital; 

•  Has  a  Birthday  Book  Program  funded  by  the 
Millipore  Foundation; 

•  Has  a  City  Year  volunteer  in  every  classroom; 

•  Developed  a  Physical  Education  program  with 
the  West  Roxbury  YMCA; 

•  Has  a  Chess  Club,  Science  Club,  and  a  Literary 
Group,  open  to  all  students; 

•  Offers  the  Manning  Chorus  and  instrumental 
music  lessons; 

•  Has  the  Faulkner  Hospital  as  a  business  partner 
and  particpates  in  the  Arnold  Arboretum  Project; 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Wren  Street  bus  (Rte.  38)  to  Loader's  Lane.  From  Copley  Station  take 
Forest  Hills  bus  (Rte.  39)  to  Eliot  Street.  Take  Wren  Street  bus  (Rte.  38)  to  Loader's  Lane.  Walk  up  the  hill  to  the  end  of 
street. 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  28  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  Sctiooi  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Manning  Elementary  scored  in  the  middle  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Manning  Elementary 


A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  perfomnance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
li/lay,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
IVIeasure  Student 
Performance 

Folders  with  specific  samples  of 
students'  work  are  kept  by 
teachers.  Group  projects  are 
completed  by  students  in  the  upper 
elementary  grades.  Children  exhibit 
science  knowledge  by  participating 
in  an  annual  Science  Expo. 
Intemational  Week  provides 
students  a  chance  to  display  their 
knowledge  of  other  countries  and 
cultures.  Children's  efforts  in 
completing  homework  and  perfect 
attendance  are  acknowledged  at 
monthly  assemblies. 

Next  Steps 

To  continue  its  improvement  the 
Manning  School  will  clarify  the  skills 
that  should  be  presented  and 
mastered  at  each  grade  level.  We 
will  detemiine  and  demonstrate 
best  teaching  practices  that 
integrate  learning.  Homewori<  and 
reading  contracts  will  be  developed. 
Activities  and  a  curriculum  will  be 
developed  with  our  business 
partner,  Faulkner  Hospital.  We  will 
expand  our  teaching  efforts  in  the 

area  of  mathematics  and  continue 
to  explore  other  ways  to  assess 
academic  perfonnance.  We  will 
continue  to  utilize  computers  in  our 
classrooms.  Ongoing  professional 
development  will  provide  new 
strategies  and  techniques  to 
strengthen  the  leaming  styles  of  all 
students. 

IH3B 

Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

3rd  Grade  Mathematics 

Additional  Comments 

The  Manning  School  has  sought 

IBinaii 

some  of  the  necessary  resources  to 
improve  teaching  and  leaming.  We 

Lower  third       Middle  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  a 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Cc 
to  other  Boston  elements 
schools,  Manning  Eleme 
3rd  grade  students  on  a\ 
ranked  in  the  lower  third 
reading  and  in  the  lower 
mathematics. 

Upper  third 

[year 

)mpared 

iry 

ntary's 

/erage 

on 

third  on 

received  a  Harcourt  General  Grant 
to  improve  computer  instruction. 
We  are  part  of  a  collaborative  that 
focuses  on  improving  instruction  in 
the  primary  grades.  Our  science 
program  includes  support  from  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
and  the  Eisenhower  Foundation. 
We  provide  on-site  counseling  from 
MENTOR  and  have  established  a 
strong  Student  Support  Team.  The 
Manning  School  Site  Council  and 
the  Parent  School  Site  Council  are 
active  and  wori<  collectively  for  the 
bettennent  of  the  school.  The 
Manning  School  is  a  great  place  to 
begin  the  life  long  process  of 
learning! 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  perfonnance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Joyce  Kilmer  School  is  a  traditional,  small 
school,  in  a  residential  neighborhood,  with  an 
educational  emphases  on  teaching  basic  skills.  The 
school's  goal  is  to  provide  every  child  with  the  life 
skills  they  will  need  as  they  journey  through  their 
world.  The  school  is  committed  to  providing  all 
students  this  opportunity  by  offering  reading,  math, 
writing,  and  speaking  in  a  safe  and  pleasant 
atmosphere.  Through  this  approach  pupils  have  the 
opportunity  to  grow  at  their  most  progressive  pace. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Talented  and  Gifted  program; 

•  Art,  Music,  Science,  and  Physical  Education 
Specialists; 

•  Computer  classes  offered  to  all  pupils  with 
grades  1-5  having  two  sessions  per  week; 

•  Active  and  supportive  School  Parent  Council; 

•  Writing-to-Read  program  and  Voices  of  Love 
and  Freedom; 

•  School  Newsletter; 

•  Library  with  many  new  reading  selections; 

•  School  chorus  directed  by  parent  volunteers; 


•  Book  It,  Primary  Bridges,  Boston  Partners  In 
Education; 

•  EMAT,  Humane  Society,  Child's  Play  (Writing 
Program  from  the  Wang  Center). 

Student  Body 

There  were  351  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1 994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  28.8%  Black,  50.1%  White,  10.8%  Asian,  and 
09.7%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  96.9% 

Attendance:  93.3% 

Pupils  Suspended:        0 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  1 9  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


t^l 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 
Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Kilmer  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  Sctiool:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Stimson  via  Belgrade  bus  (Rte.  35)  to  Baker  Street;  or  take  Charles 
River  bus  (Rte.  36)  to  Baker  Street.  Cross  Spring  Street;  walk  along  Baker  Street  (approximately  1/4  mile)  to  school. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1 994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 


Median  Percantils 


Reading 


Mathematics 


I   57      55 


55      54 


Systemwid* 
~U-"Av«rage»" 


Median  Percentile 


I  68     69 


66     65 


Systemwide 
63     66  60     63       [c-'Averagee' 


99|     97 


25 


66 


70 


74 


□      1993-94 


4 
1994-95 


m 


99| 


75 


National 
'■Average' 


63 


>^ 


90 


Grade  In  SY1 994-95 


73 


72 


National 
■"Average" 


□     1993-94 


4 
1994-95 


Grade  In  SY1994-95 


Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
l\/lay,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Kilmer  Elementary's 
3rd  grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  upper  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  upper  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

The  Joyce  Kilmer  School  uses 
informal  assessments,  computer 
lab  tests  in  reading  and  math,  Scott 
Foresman  Holistic  Assessment 
Tests,  teacher  observations, 
portfolio  assessments,  and  writing 
folders  to  measure  student 
performance  and  progress. 


Next  Steps 


To  maintain  our  successful  reading 
and  math  scores  the  Kilmer  School 
is  in  the  process  of  expanding 
computer  access  within  every 
classroom.  Fourteen  Macintosh 
Computers  were  recently  donated 
and  more  are  being  sought.  The 
school  also  plans  to  embark  on  a 
literature  based  program  by 
increasing  books  in  our  library  by 
two  hundred  volumes.  These  books 
will  be  purchased  in  groups  of  10  to 
30  to  allow  classes  as  a  whole  to 
read  together.  Increased 
cooperation  with  Curry  College  to 
bring  more  student  teachers  to  the 
school  is  now  in  progress. 


Additional  Comments 

The  Kilmer  School's  reading  and 
math  scores  were  above  the 
national  average  for  all  grades  1-5. 
We  feel  our  philosophy  of  teaching 
the  basics  has  been  very 
successful.  However,  we  will 
continue  to  implement  other 
programs  such  as  those  listed 
under  our  school  characteristics 
section  to  insure  as  much  variety 
as  possible. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you 
a  better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing 
and  accomplishing  in  our  school,  if  you  have 
specific  questions  about  your  child's  performance, 
please  contact  the  school. 


Development  and  History 

Under  a  contract  agreement  between  the  Boston 
Teachers  Union  and  the  Boston  Public  Schools, 
proposals  for  six  pilot  schools  were  funded  for  the 
1 995/1 996  school  year.  Seventeen  competitive 
grants  were  submitted.  The  Lyndon  Pilot  proposal, 
written  by  a  planning  team  of  teachers,  parents  and 
community  leaders,  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  six  to 
be  funded.  The  Patrick  Lyndon  School,  closed 
since  1985,  formally  re-opened  its  doors  in 
September  of  1995  to  an  incoming  group  of 
kindergarten,  first  and  second  graders. 


Mission  Statement 

As  Albert  Einstein  reminds  us,  human  beings  are 
born  with  an  insatiable  desire  for  knowledge.  It  is 
this  innate  sense  of  human  curiosity  that  the  Lyndon 
School  hopes  to  capitalize  upon  as  it  strives  to 
create  the  highest  quality  leaming  environment 
possible  for  its  students.  The  school's  over-arching 
goal  is  to  foster  a  life-long  love  of  leaming  in 
students  while  helping  them  develop  the  specific 
skills  needed  for  ongoing  academic  success  and 
personal  maturation.  We  work  to  help  students 
become  successful,  contributing  community 
members  and  responsible  future  citizens. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station,  take  #51  bus  to  Russett  Rd.  and  Weld  St.  stop.  From  VFW 
Parkway  go  past  Harvard  Health;  take  first  right  after  Shell  Station  on  right,  which  is  Russett  Rd.  Go  one  block 
further,  and  the  school  is  on  the  right. 


School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

There  are  several  distinct  features  that  characterize 
the  Lyndon  School's  approach  to  teaching  and 
learning. 

•  Integrated,  Theme-Based  Curriculum~to 
encourage  students  to  construct  knowledge  for 
themselves  in  an  active,  exploratory  mode; 

•  Looping~to  foster  a  vital  sense  of  familiarity  and 
continuity,  teachers  remain  with  their  class  for 
two  years; 

•  Bilingual  Education~to  ensure  Spanish 
speaking  students  gain  English  language 
mastery  while  retaining  and  celebrating  their 
native  culture  and  language; 

•  Technology-to  gain  computer  literacy  and 
technological  skills  as  resources  that  enrich  the 
total  quality  of  the  instructional  program; 

•  Portfolio  Assessment-to  provide  a  more 
accurate  reflection  of  students'  true  capabilities, 
to  provide  parents  with  an  in-depth  view  of  their 
child's  progress,  and  to  allow  the  students  to  be 
critical  assessors  of  their  own  work. 


Student  Body 

There  are  194  students  enrolled  currently.  The 
student  population  is:  29%  Black,  31%  White,  1% 
Asian,  and  38%  Hispanic. 


Lyndon  Elementary Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Ways  We  Measure  Student  Performance 

Traditional  standardized  assessment  will  be  balanced  by  an  extensive  use  of  portfolio  assessment. 
This  extensive  approach  to  student  assessment  will  help  build  pride  in  students'  accomplishments. 

All  first  graders  and  other  students  new  to  the  school  are  assessed  using  the  Reading  Recovery 
Observation  Sun/ey. 


Next  Steps 


To  expand  our  current  enrollment,  grade  2  will  progress  to  grade  3,  and  three  classes  of 
kindergarten  will  be  added.  The  addition  of  grade  3  will  have  an  impact  on  the  curriculum  and  will 
allow  for  further  development  of  Thematic  approaches.  Third  grade  students  will  be  engaged  in 
chess  clubs  and  an  organized  soccer  league.  All  students  in  grades  1  to  3  will  complete  a  research 
project  as  a  culmination  of  their  two  year  looping  cycle. 


Additional  Comments 

Operating  with  a  site  facilitator  and  2  coordinating  teachers,  and  utilizing  an  organizational  structure 
that  includes  a  teacher-led  Education  Committee,  a  School  Site  Council,  and  a  Parent  Council,  the 
Lyndon  School  is  able  to  meet  the  goal  of  establishing  parental  and  community  governance  of  the 
school.  In  addition  to  capitalizing  upon  the  collective  wisdom  of  a  wide  range  of  individuals  and 
ensuring  that  the  school  is  responsible  to  parental  and  community  concerns,  such  an  approach 
minimizes  administrative  expense,  allowing  more  dollars  to  be  channeled  into  the  classroom.  It 
also  has  the  potential  to  foster  an  inclusive  community  and  schoolwide  disucssion  of  important 
educational  issues. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  King  Middle  School  is  committed  to  the  belief 
that  all  children  can  learn.  Our  School  Based 
Management/School  Site  Council  have  identified  the 
following  core  outcomes  they  wish  students  to 
achieve.  Students  will  be  able  to  maintain  orderly, 
resp?"tful,  and  responsible  behavior.  Students  will 
be  able  to  research  and  write  reports  and  solve  word 
problems.  Students  will  demonstrate  effective  study 
skills.  Students  will  understand  the  value  and 
importance  of  education.  Students  will  become 
independent,  life-long  learners  in  an  increasingly 
complex  technological  society. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Grade  6  students  are  grouped  with  a  team  of 
teachers; 

•  Grade  7  students  are  grouped  with  a  team  of 
teachers  who  stay  with  them  for  grade  8; 

•  Offers  an  extensive  after-school  program 
including:  Preparation  for  Exam  School  Entry, 
Tutoring,  Intramural  Sports,  Science  Clubs,  and 
Music; 

•  Part  of  Boston  Music  Education  Collaborative; 

•  Collaborative  programs  with  the  Urban  League, 
Girl  Scouts, and  the  Roxbury  Boy's  and  Girl's 
Club; 

•  Project  Adventure  Program  to  build  self-esteem, 
trust  and  teamwork. 


Directions  to  Sciiooi:  From  Dudley  Square,  Franklin  Park  or  Ruggles  Stations  take  Franklin  Park-Blue  Hill  Avenue  bus 
(Rte.  45)  to  Lawrence  Avenue.  From  Park  Street  Station  take  Red  Line  train  to  Andrew.  Take  Franklin  Park  bus  (Rte.  16) 
to  Intervale  Street.  Walk  up  Intervale  Street  to  Intervale  Terrace. 


Student  Body 

There  were  453  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  42.8%  Black,  04.4%  White,  03.3%  Asian,  and 
49.4%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  94.5% 

Attendance:  89.5% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:  2.6% 

Pupils  Suspended:  86 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  13  points  out  of  a  possible  75. 
The  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54 
points.  At  least  37  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


^ 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools,  King 
Middle  scored  in  the  lower  third.  These  awards 
were  based  on  dropout  rate,  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

8th  Grade  Reading 


id 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

8th  Grade  Mathematics 

id 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
King  Middle's  8th  grade  students 
on  average  ranked  in  the  lower 
third  on  reading  and  in  the  lower 
third  on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

All  students  maintain  writing 
folders.  Students  are  expected  to 
maintain  uniform  homework 
notebooks  and  maintain  folders  in 
all  subjects.  All  students  are 
expected  to  participate  in  the 
Science  Fair  and  other  group 
projects. 


Next  Steps 


To  maintain  our  current  progress 
we  are  working  towards  expanding 
the  use  of  technology  in  all  of  our 
classes.  A  uniform  notebook  and 
folder  system  is  being  developed 
for  use  by  all  of  our  students.  Our 
math  program  will  continue  to  be 
strengthened  by  the  collaborative 
efforts  of  Northeastern  University, 
The  Algebra  Project,  and  EDC 
(Education  Development  Center). 
Plans  are  also  underway  to  expand 
our  Science  and  Social  Studies 
Programs  by  partnerships  with 
businesses  and  universities. 


Additional  Comments 

The  King's  team  of  parents,  staff 
and  administration  Is  fully 
committed  to  improving  the  school's 
atmosphere  and  offerings  so  that 
all  of  our  students  will  master  the 
basic  skills  and  become  life-long 
learners  in  an  increasingly  complex 
technological  society.  Finally,  we 
share  M.  L.  King  Jr.'s  philosophies 
of  non-violence,  cultural 
brotherhood  and  civil  rights. 
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their  parents  working  in  conjunction  with  Whittier 
Street  Health  Center. 

•  Reading  Recovery  provides  early  intervention  for 
at  risk  first  graders; 

•  A  fully  stocked  library  and  a  full  time 
para-professional  librarian  support  classroom 
efforts; 

•  All  students  participate  in  the  annual  science  fair. 

Student  Body 

There  were  629  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  41 .0%  Black,  02.2%  White,  00.0%  Asian,  and 
56.8%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 
Pupils  Suspended: 


98.3% 

93.2% 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

We  at  the  David  A.  Ellis  School  believe  that  all  of  our 
children  are  able  to  learn.  We  commit  ourselves  to 
helping  our  students  master  the  basic  skills  of 
reading,  writing,  and  mathematics.  We  provide  a 
secure  caring  learning  environment  to  foster  self 
esteem  and  confidence.  The  Ellis  family  extends 
beyond  the  school's  boundaries,  welcoming  families 
and  community  to  embrace  and  work  with  our 
children.  Together  we  strive  to  make  a  positive 
difference  in  our  children's  lives. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Bilingual  and  Special  Needs  students  are  fully 
integrated  during  specialty  subjects  (art,  music, 
drama,  physical  education,  computer); 

•  Two  IBM  computer  labs  provide  opportunity  for 
computer  assisted  instruction  using  the  Josten 
reading,  writing,  and  mathematics  curriculum. 
One  Macintosh  computer  lab  provides  students 
the  basics  of  computer  usage; 

•  In  conjunction  with  the  Urban  League  we  offer 
an  after  school  program  for  boys  in  grades  three 
to  five; 

•  Offers  paid  on-site  after  care  in  conjuction  with 
the  Roxbury  YMCA; 

•  In  conjunction  with  American  Chess  Foundation, 
chess  is  taught  as  a  curriculum  item; 

•  Writing  to  Read  computer  lab  available  for 
kindergarten  and  grade  one  students; 

•  Counseling  services  available  for  students  and 


Directions  to  School:  From  Dudley  Square  or  Haggles  Stations  take  Arborway  bus  (Rte.  42)  to  Cobden  Street.  Walk  up 
Cobden  Street  to  school.  From  Jackson  Square  or  Buggies  Stations  take  Mattapan  bus  (Rte.  29)  to  Walnut  Avenue.  Tum 
left  on  Walnut  Avenue.  School  is  a  short  distance  down  on  the  right-hand  side  of  Walnut  Avenue. 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  20  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Ellis  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1 994-95. 


Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 
Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 
Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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3rd  Grade  Reading 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


Lower  third       Middie  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Ellis  Elementary's  3rd 
grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  lower  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  lower  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

All  fourth  and  fifth  graders  keep 
writing  folders  for  work  done  in 
reading  and  language  arts.  Pre  and 
post  tests  are  provided  by  Josten's 
computer  assisted  instruction.  All 
students  maintain  portfolios. 

Next  Steps 

In  order  to  improve  students' 
performance,  we  plan  to  put  several 
new  ideas  and  programs  into  place 
during  school  year  1995-96.  The 
John  Collins  Cumulative  Writing 
Folder  program  will  be  expanded  to 
include  grades  two  and  three.  A 
reading  study  skills  series,  Skill  of 
the  Month,  will  be  used  in  all 
grades.  Grade  level  teachers  will 
meet  weekly  for  common  planning. 
Classroom  libraries  will  be 
strengthened.  We  will  establish  an 
after  school  program  for  at  risk  first, 
second,  and  third  graders.  Each 
primary  classroom  will  have  a 
computer. 


Additional  Comments 

The  faculty  at  the  David  A.  Ellis 
School  is  a  positive  mix  of 
experienced,  veteran  teachers;  and 
young,  enthusiastic  teachers.  In 
that  capacity,  they  collaborate  in 
sharing  ideas  and  expertise  with 
the  common  goal  of  improved 
students  performance.  The  entire 
staff  is  commited  to  on-going 
professional  development  in  order 
to  keep  abreast  of  current  and 
sound  educational  practices. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

We  provide  each  student  the  opportunity  for 
academic  growth  that  will  ensure  maximum 
development  of  skills  useful  for  later  educational 
success.  We  hope  to  fulfill  each  child's  capacity  and 
potential  for  absorption  of  those  concepts,  facts,  and 
work  habits  that  will  begin  their  final  development 
into  successful,  productive,  and  caring  human 
beings.  We  hope  to  instill  in  each  and  every  student 
diligence,  responsibility,  honesty,  curiosity,  and 
respect.  These  characterstics  become  their 
foundation  in  seeking  the  fulfillment  in  life  for  which 
every  individual  strives. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Is  a  bright,  modem  SBM  school  near  Walk  Hill 
Street; 

•  Has  participated  in  Efficacy  Training  for  staff  and 
Administration; 

•  Is  a  "TEAMS"  (Telecommunications  Education 
for  Advances  in  Math  and  Science)  school: 
Haley  teachers  have  been  trained  to  teach  Math 
and  Science  "hands  on"; 

•  Sponsors  Social  Work  interns  from  Boston 
College; 

•  Has  Math/Science  gardening  grant  developed  by 
parents  and  teachers; 

•  Has  an  effective  Student  Support  Team,  and 
offers  counseling  through  Boston  Children's 
Services; 

•  Has  a  Before  School  Program  and  has  started  a 


"Body  Works"  program  to  promote  physical 
fitness.  Has  an  After  School  Program  which 
allows  students  to  work  on  WICAT  Networked 
System  and  Homework; 

•  Has  formed  a  partnership  with  New  Balance  and 
M.L.  Carr  of  the  Boston  Celtics; 

•  Has  special  multi-cultural  periods  to  share 
information  on  Cultures  and  respect  for  each 
other; 

•  Has  an  active  School  Parent  Council  with 
subcommittees  involved  in  grant  writing,  staffing, 
fund  raising,  and  volunteehng. 

Student  Body 

There  were  339  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  65.8%  Black,  17.4%  White,  01.2%  Asian,  and 
15.0%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

98.5% 

Attendance:                   

92.6% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

15 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  6  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  Sctiool  Improvement  Awards 


n 


Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Haley  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Cleary  Square  via  Hyde  Park  Avenue  bus  (Rte.  32).  Get  off  at  Mt. 
Hope  Street.  Walk  down  Mt.  Hope  Street  to  American  Legion  Highway;  tum  left  on  American  Legion  Highway  to  school. 
From  Dudley  Square  or  Roslindale  Square  take  American  Legion  Highway  bus  (Rte.  14)  to  school. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1 994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Haley  Elementary's  3rd 
grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  middle  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  middle  third 
on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

Each  aftemoon,  kindergarten  and 
first  grade  students  spend  one  hour 
with  the  IBM  Writing-to-Read 
program.  They  work  at  the 
computer,  leaming  how  to  write  the 
sounds  they  hear  in  words  so  that 
they  can  later  compose  words, 
sentences,  and  stories  for  their  own 
and  others'  enjoyment.  At  the 
Writing-to-Read  Center,  they  also 
listen  to  story-tapes  and  follow 
along  in  corresponding  books,  and 
practice  "word-making"  skills  with 
games  and  materials. 

Next  Steps 

Our  Three-Year  Educational  Plan 
focuses  on  improving  student 
writing  skills  through  research 
projects,  reading,  pen  pals,  the 
creation  of  student  books,  and 
joumal  writing;  expanding  parent 
and  community  involvement; 
identifying  students'  academic  and 
social  service  needs  and  offering 
support;  keeping  staff  and  student 
attendance  high. 


Additional  Comments 

Come  and  visit  the  Haley  School 
anytime!  We  are  always  looking  for 
volunteers  and  career  and  cultural 
speakers.  We  look  forward  to 
seeing  you!  We  feel  that  parents 
are  special.  We  invite  you  to  join  us 
in  creating  a  special  leaming 
experience  for  your  children. 
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A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  descnbe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  ultimate  purpose  of  education  is  to  help  each 
student  become  an  effective  citizen  in  a  democracy. 
To  develop  and  accept  the  responsibilities  and 
obligations  of  good  citizenship  will  help  each  of 
us--parent,  students,  and  staff  alike--to  participate  in 
the  world  of  tomorrow.  We  have,  as  priorities,  goals 
such  as  improved  student  performance  in  reading,  a 
continued  high  parental  involvement  in  school 
activities,  and  a  continued  growth  in  student 
self-esteem. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  The  Conley  School  is  in  a  quiet,  racially  mixed, 
residential  Roslindale  neighborhood  on  the 
borders  of  Hyde  Park  and  West  Roxbury; 

•  Ancillary  subjects  include  Physical  Education, 
Music,  Art,  and  Computers.  We  also  provide  an 
Occupational  Therapist,  Physical  Therapist, 
Speech  Therapist,  and  Adaptive  Physical 
Education; 

•  We  also  have  a  Counselling  Program  with  both 
Mentor,  Inc.,  and  Boston  Community  Services; 

•  Students  take  part  in  a  variety  of  programs: 
Reading  Is  Fundamental,  Literature  Is  Tops,  The 
Neighborhood  Arts  In  Progress  Program,  DARE 
and  other  Drug  Education  Programs; 

•  They  participate  in  programs  sponsored  by  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America,  National  Football 
League,  Museum  of  Science,  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts,  The  Boston  Globe  Current  Events  Series, 
and  the  National  Science  Foundation; 


Students  in  Grades  2-5  also  participate  in  a 
Self-Esteem  Pilot  Program  "I  Am  A  Good 
Person"  under  the  auspices  of  Aquinas  College 
and  Northeastern  University.  The  Conley  School 
is  one  of  only  two  BPS  schools  participating  in 
this.  Program. 


Student  Body 

There  were  294  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  37.8%  Black,  46.9%  White,  00.7%  Asian,  and 
14.3%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  98.6% 

Attendance:  91.5% 

Pupils  Suspended: 0 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  22  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  A  wards 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Conley  Elementary  scored  in  the  middle  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Cleary  Square  (Hyde  Park)  bus  (#50).  Bus  drops  passengers  off 
across  street  from  school.  From  Mattapan  Station  take  Roslindale  Square  bus  (Rte.  30)  to  Poplar  Street. 


Conley  Elementary 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  li/lathematics 


id 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Conley  Elementary's 
3rd  grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  upper  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  middle  third 
on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

Teachers  maintain  writing  folders. 
Performance  assessments, 
portfolio  assessments,  and  teacher 
observations  are  other  ways 
classroom  teachers  can  measure 
student  performance. 

Next  Steps 

We  will  continue  our  Reading  Is 
Fundamental  (R.I.F.)  and  Literature 
Is  Tops  (L.I.T.)  Programs. 
S.Q.U.I.R.T.  (Sustained  Quiet 
Uninterrupted  Independent  Reading 
Time)  Program  will  continue  daily. 
Parents  will  continue  to  receive 
progress  reports  as  well  as  any 
MAT  scores  made  available.  Our 
staff  will  continue  to  write  Grant 
Proposals  as  they  have  done  for 
the  past  several  years;  and  we  will 
continue  to  pursue  a  closer 
relationship  with  Curry  College  to 
supply  us  with  intems  and  student 
teachers  at  both  the  Regular 
Education  and  Special  Needs 
levels. 


Additional  Comments 

The  Conley  School  Parent  Council 
and  the  School  Site  Council  are 
united  to  support  the  best 
curriculum  possible  for  our 
students.  They  have  agreed  to  work 
together  to  strengthen  curriculum, 
counseling,  and  other  related 
activities  which  will  be  of  benefit  for 
their  children,  the  children  of  the 
Conley  School.  Further,  the  "I  Am  A 
Good  Person  Program,"  piloted 
here  at  the  Conley  School  and  at 
the  Grew  Elementary  School  in 
Hyde  Park,  will  continue  to  receive 
the  whole-hearted  endorsement 
and  support  of  parents  and  staff 
alike. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Higginson  School  believes  that  all  children  can 
learn  and  succeed.  To  this  end,  we  strive  to  provide 
experiences  for  the  mastery  of  speaking,  reading, 
writing,  computational  and  thinking  skills.  Further,  we 
are  committed  to  challenging  the  students  toward 
academic  excellence,  self  reliance  and  positive  self 
image  in  a  caring  atmosphere. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Provides  computer  education  classes  for  all 
students; 

•  Music,  Physical  Education  and  Science 
specialists; 

•  Schoolwide  Title  I  services  in  Reading; 

•  Special  Needs/Regular  Education  Integrated 
classes  and  active  inclusion  program; 

•  Resource  Room  services; 

•  Arts  In  Progress  and  Literature  Is  Tops 
Programs; 

•  Active  Student  Support  Team; 

•  Counseling  Program; 

•  Families  First  workshops  for  parents; 

•  Open  Door  policy  for  all  parents. 


Student  Body 

There  were  233  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  75.1%  Black,  06.0%  White,  04.7%  Asian,  and 
12.4%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

97.0% 

Attendance:                   

93.1% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

2 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  30  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $5,474. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Xl 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Higginson  Elementary  scored  in  the  middle  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  voted  to  spend  the 
funds  received  toward  staff  developement 
opportunities,  materials,  supplies  and 
equipment. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Dudley  Square  or  Forest  Hills  take  bus  (Rte.  42)  to  Townsend  and  Washington  Streets.  Walk 
up  Townsend  to  Walnut  Ave;  turn  right  one  block  to  Harrishof  Street  go  one  block  turn  right  to  school. 
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Higginson  Elementary 

Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  perfonnance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
li/lay,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


i3 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Higginson  Elementary's 
3rd  grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  upper  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  upper  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

students  maintain  writing  joumals 
and  special  thematic  projects. 
Computer  Education  supplements 
all  subject  areas  through 
reinforcement  programs.  Title  I 
reading  provides  support  on 
specific  reading/language  arts 
skills.  Science,  Music  and  Physical 
Education  programs  monitor 
students'  performances  in  their 
subject  areas.  Teacher's 
observations  and  records  are 
utilized. 

Next  Steps 

To  maintain  and/or  surpass  the 
present  performance  of  all  students 
through  integrated 
reading/language  arts  program, 
monthly  positive  incentives,  parent 
workshops  through  "Families  First" 
and  overall  emphasis  on  academic 
excellence. 


Additional  Comments 

While  emphasizing  a  strong 
academic  program  and  personal 
growth  for  all  students,  we  seek  to 
include  parents  In  all  facets  of  their 
child's  education  and  encourage  all 
students  to  respect  the  rights  and 
property  of  others.  This  is 
accomplished  through  mutual  trust 
and  communication  with  parents  by 
our  excellent,  dedicated  and  caring 
faculty  and  staff. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 


•  Offers  art  and  physical  education; 

•  Is  a  Vanguard  School  and  offers  a  variety  of 
inclusion  programs; 

•  Emphasizes  self-esteem  and  improved  student 
performance. 

Student  Body 

There  were  362  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  54.1%  Black,  21.0%  White,  02.5%  Asian,  and 
21.0%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 


.100.%% 
...  93.1% 


Mission  Statement 

The  James  Michael  Curley  School  has  high  goals 
and  expectations  for  every  child.  We  believe  in 
developing  each  child  to  her/his  greatest  potential. 
Our  school  community  will  academically  challenge  all 
children  regardless  of  abilities  or  learning  styles.  We 
will  recognize  and  build  on  individual  strengths  and 
give  assistance  to  improve  weaknesses.  Our  school 
needs  and  supports  the  active  participation  of 
parents  in  all  aspects  of  their  child's  education.  We 
are  committed  to  creating  an  atmosphere  of  respect 
for  all  members  of  the  community. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Has  "Discovery,"  a  unique,  literature-based 
thematic  program  in  small  classes  (about  18 
students)  for  an  hour  a  day; 

•  Publishes  a  weekly  bulletin,  monthly  calendar,  a 
bi-monthly  literary  magazine,  and  Curleycues,  a 
book  of  children's  writing; 

•  Has  a  parent  center,  active  parent  committees, 
and  a  parent-sponsored  multicultural  arts 
enrichment  program; 

•  Has  a  Reading  Recovery  teacher  and  small 
reading/language  arts  classes  for  Grade  1; 

•  Has  a  fully  equipped  computer  lab  for  writing, 
plus  two  additional  computer  centers; 

•  Has  a  new  playground  built  by  parents,  teachers, 
students  and  community  volunteers; 

Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  or  Copley  Stations  take  Route  39  bus  to  Moraine  Street.  Walk  along  Pershing 
Road  to  school.  From  Dudley  Square  or  Jackson  Square  Stations  take  Centre-Eliot  Street  bus  (Rte.  41)  to  Moraine  Street. 
Walk  along  Pershing  Road  to  school. 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  28  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


,.-.i^_. 

Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
James  Curley  scored  in  the  middle  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


James  Curley 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages "  systemwide  for  each  grade. 

Reading  Mathematics 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
IVIeasure  Student 
Performance 

Grade  one  students  are  assessed 
in  September  and  June  using  the 
Observation  Survey.  Some  of  the 
teachers  have  been  trained  to  use 
running  records  to  assess  reading 
strengths  and  weaknesses.  Writing 
portfolios  have  proved  helpful  to 
document  students'  growth  in  this 
area;  students  also  write  in  their 
journals  daily.  Home  reading 
contracts  are  used  to  track  each 
student's  outside  reading. 

Next  Steps 

In  our  continuing  efforts  to  develop 
a  love  for  reading  In  each  child  and 
to  encourage  increased  reading  at 
home,  we  are  fomiing  a  partnership 
with  the  Connolly  Library.  Students 
will  borrow  books  from  their 
classroom  library,  the  well-stocked 
school  library  and  now  from  any 
Boston  Public  Library.  Parents  and 
students  will  continue  with  their 
reading  contracts,  so  that  every 
child  will  read  between  20  and  30 
minutes  each  night  at  home.  An 
Early  Literacy  Team  has  been 

fomied  to  identify  and  service 
primary  students.  The  team  is 
exploring  funding  sources.  They  are 
investigating  ways  to  improve  eariy 
literacy  learning  for  each  child 
through  participation  in  professional 
development  programs. 

^*.,.:,jd.V.,.::; 

Additional  Comments 
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3rd  Grade  Mathematics 

The  faculty  and  staff  of  the  James 
M.  Curiey  School  believe  in  the 
African  provertj,  "It  takes  a  whole 
village  to  educate  a  child."  Each 
teacher  is  responsible  for  the  social 
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development  and  academic 
improvement  of  every  student  in  the 
school.  Teachers  and  parents  serve 
on  a  variety  of  teams  to  provide 
additional  programs  tor  the 
students.  Our  business  partners, 
Boston  Beer  Company,  and 
Thomas  Bushman  from  the 
Executive  Service  Corps  of  New 
England,  offer  financial  and 
managerial  assistance  to  the 
Curiey.  Community  members  and 
parents  are  frequent  Guest 
Readers  In  our  monthly  Read  Aloud 
Program.  Each  grade  is 
participating  in  year  long  service 
projects  to  Improve  the  school 
environment  and  the  quality  of  life 
for  local  elders  and  families. 
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A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 


•  Health  services  and  instnjction  by  full-time 
nursing  staff;  University  and  community  health 
center  support. 

Student  Body 

There  were  687  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  37.3%  Black,  1 1 .8%  White,  06.7%  Asian,  and 
43.1%  Hispanic.  Bilingual  Education  programs 
are  offered  in  Spanish  and  Multilingual.  Some  other 
information  about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 


97.2% 
93.0% 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  34  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $17,175. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Mission  Statement 

The  mission  of  the  James  W.  Hennigan  School  is  to 
provide  our  children  with  a  quality  education  within 
an  atmosphere  that  fosters  respect  of  self,  and 
others,  regardless  of  differences,  as  a  foundation  for 
successful  living.  To  accomplish  this  goal,  we 
commit  ourselves  to  ensure  a  safe,  supportive, 
child-centered  environment  within  a  multicultural  and 
multilingual  setting.  At  the  Hennigan,  children,  staff, 
administration  and  parents  will  work  together  with 
mutual  respect  to  challenge  and  encourage  our 
students  to  achieve  their  full  potential. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  English  and  bilingual  Spanish  programs, 
kindergarten  through  grade  5; 

•  Multilingual  immersion  programs  for  non-English 
speakers  (K-5); 

•  Advanced  Work  Classes  in  English  and  Spanish, 
grades  4  and  5; 

•  SPED  inclusion  classes,  grades  2-5; 

•  Student  Support  Services  providing  individual 
and  group  counseling,  case  management  and 
referrals; 

•  IBM  computer  laboratories,  and  Writing  to  Read 
computer  lab  with  over  120  functional  and 
upgraded  computers  (grades  1-5); 

•  Specialty  subjects:  Art,  Music  Theory,  Drama, 
Computer  Technology,  Swimming,  Physical 
Education,  Science  and  Literature  Arts; 

•  Library  and  Media  Center  with  CD-ROM 
technology  and  Internet  access; 

Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  or  Copley  Stations  take  Copley  bus  (Rte.  39)  as  far  as  Veterans'  Hospital,  comer 
of  Heath  Street  and  South  Huntington  Avenue.  Walk  up  Heath  Street  to  school.  From  Dudley  Square  or  Jackson  Square 
Stations  take  Heath  Street  bus  (Rte.  46)  to  school. 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  ttiird 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Hennigan  Elementary  scored  in  the  upper  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  decided  to  spend  the 
award  by  purchasing  computers  to  upgrade  an 
existing  outdated  computer  lab. 


Hennigan  Elementary 


A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 


MwJIan  Parcantil* 
I  57     55 


Reading 


Mathematics 


55      54 


SO      57 


Systaimvide 
S3      50       [g-'Awrages' 


Median  Percentile 
I  SB     69 


Ml 


75 


□      1993-94 


25 


Gra<la  In  SY1 994-95 


Systamwide 


66     65  63     66  60     63       |<-'Avera9e8' 


78 


r4. 


■^'.i.ii 


,«  6?_ 

.1  -fi 


3  4 

□      1993-94  E      1994-95 


National 
>"Average' 


Grade  In  SY1 994-95 


Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


■   ..id 


Lower  third       Middie  third       Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Hennigan  Elementary's 
3rd  grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  lower  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  lower  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

Teachers  utilize  cun^iulative  writing 
folders,  group  projects,  portfolio 
assessment  and  student  journals. 

Next  Steps 

In  order  to  continue  our  rate  of 
success,  we  plan  to  implement  a 
number  of  new  ideas  and  programs 
for  the  95-96  school  year.  These 
include  grade  level  study  groups, 
cooperative  learning,  and  School 
Parent  Council  monthly  student 
recognition.  The  reading 
coordinator  will  oversee  the 
implementation  of  the  Running 
Start  reading  program  for  grade  1 
students.  Additionally,  Northeastem 
University  provides  mentoring, 
tutoring,  and  character  education 
through  Project  Teamwork  (grade 
3)  and  Athletes  In  Service  (grade 
4).  The  Family  Center  will  provide 
workshops  and  programs  to 
enhance  the  home/school 
partnership.  Finally,  City  Year 
continues  to  provide  varied  services 
to  the  school  community. 


Additional  Comments 

Each  school  year  brings  with  it  new 
challenges,  hope  and  great 
expectations.  We  believe  in  the 
ability  of  all  our  students  to  learn 
and  our  ability  to  reach  and 
educate  them.  I  hope  you  will  join 
with  the  Hennigan  community  in 
working  together  to  make  this 
school  year  the  best  for  everyone. 
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student  Body 

There  were  886  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  24.8%  Black,  08.8%  White,  00.9%  Asian,  and 
65.0%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

98  0% 

Attendance:                   92.0% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

1 

Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  perfomnance,  please 
contact  the  school. 


Mission  Statement 

The  Mission  of  the  Agassiz  School  is  to  provide 
every  child  with  a  Learning  Environment  which 
fosters  Academic  Competence,  Self-Esteem  and 
Mutual  Respect  through  Exciting,  Challenging  and 
Integrated  Subjects. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Is  in  a  quiet  neighborhood,  near  Forest  Hills; 

•  Uses  Whole  Language,  Cooperative  Learning 
and  traditional  methods  in  classrooms; 

•  Has  begun  thematic  teaching:  weaving  a  theme 
through  all  subjects; 

•  Requires  every  student  to  keep  a  joumal; 

•  Has  a  multicultural  curriculum,  with  art,  music, 
dance,  art,  literature  and  artists  from  all  over  the 
world; 

•  Uses  the  "outdoor  classroom"  -the  Agassiz 
Arboleda-  and  has  an  environmental  science 
program  that  matches  high  school  students  with 
second  graders; 

•  Has  an  after-school  program  ALERTA  for 
selected  high  achieving  students; 

•  Has  been  "spruced  up"  by  parents  -  with  an 
orchard,  teaching  gardens  and  a  playground; 

•  Is  a  leader  in  the  use  of  technology  to  improve 
learning  across  the  curriculum. 

Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  or  Copley  Stations  take  Route  39  bus  to  Carolina  Avenue;  walk  along  Carolina 
Avenue  to  front  of  school.  From  Dudley  Square  or  Jackson  Square  Stations  take  Centre-Eliot  bus  (Rte.  41)  to  Carolina 
Avenue;  walk  along  Carolina  Avenue  to  front  of  school. 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  18  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


^  J. 

Lower  third       Middle  ttiird      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Agassiz  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Agassiz  Elementary 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


teB--.: 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

3rd  Grade  Mathematics 

"..•VI"  ■  ' 

Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Agassiz  Elementary's 
3rd  grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  lower  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  lower  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
l\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

Teachers  at  the  Agassiz  have 
begun  using  portfolios  of  students' 
work  to  show  both  students  and 
their  parents  the  progress  they 
have  made  towards  meeting 
academic  goals.  Group  projects, 
joumals  and  computer  projects  are 
also  used  to  assess  students' 
performance. 

Next  Steps 

The  Agassiz  is  engaged  in  a 
schoolwide  effort  to  make  reading 
and  language  development  the 
focus  for  this  school  year.  To  this 
end  we  have  asked  teachers  to  use 
teaching  practices  such  as  daily 
read  alouds  and  home  reading 
contracts,  which  we  feel  will 
increase  the  level  of  achievement 
and  interest  in  reading.  Our 
on-going  math  teacher  training  and 
parent  workshops  are  still  showing 
positive  changes  in  student 
performance  and  appreciation  of 
mathematics.  We  will  continue  to 
further  our  understanding  and  use 
of  technology  and  how  it  can 


increase  our  children's  ability  to 
leam  and  fully  explore  various 
subject  matters. 

Additional  Comments 

The  Agassiz  is  a  vibrant,  open 
community  of  learners  which  is 
constantly  finding  ways  to  actively 
engage  our  students  in  their 
leaning.  Teachers  at  the  Agassiz 
represented  the  largest  number  of 
teachers  receiving  Impact  II  grants 
in  the  city  this  year.  We  are  on  the 
last  year  of  a  three  year  grant  for 
math  training  and  have  developed  a 
math  curriculum.  Parental 
involvement  has  increased  this  year 
and  we  look  forward  to  new 
initiatives  to  further  enhance  the 
home/school  connection.  Character 
development  and  developing  a 
sense  of  responsibility  is  high  on 
our  agenda  and  we  will  accomplish 
this  through  the  use  of  children's 
literature,  problem  solving 
programs  and  in  our  daily 
interactions  with  the  youngsters. 


S401 0-OISRTL9SV1.3-1 .200 


Boston 
Public  Schools 


Ludwig  van  Beethoven 
Elementary  School 


JAMES  KIRK 
Principal/Headmaster 

5125  WASHINGTON  ST 

BOSTON,  MA  02132 

635-8149 

December,  1995 


A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Beethoven  School  seeks  to  become  a  dynamic 
educational  community  by  providing  our  children  with 
the  academic,  social,  and  emotional  foundations 
necessary  to  be  successful  life-long  learners.  At  the 
Beethoven,  children  are  encouraged  to  excel  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  their  individual  talents.  They  develop 
intellectual  curiosity,  love  of  learning,  and 
appreciation  for  cultural  diversity. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  A  newly-renovated  building  which  enhances  our 
warm,  nurturing  atmosphere; 

•  Small,  structured  environment; 

•  A  large  auditorium  for  physical  education  and 
music  classes; 

•  Two  computer  labs:  IBf^  and  Writing  to  Read; 

•  SEED  grant  from  the  Boston  Plan  for  Excellence 
for  Kindergarten  and  Grade  1  to  stimulate 
curiosity  and  promote  early  literacy; 

•  Music  as  a  major  educational  focus; 

•  Cumulative  writing  folders  in  Grades  2-5; 

•  Primary  and  Elementary  Enrichment  Program 
(PEEP)  for  gifted  and  talented  children; 


•  Strong  emphasis  on  technology; 

•  Active  parent  council  involved  in  the  day-to-day 
life  of  the  school;  parent  center. 

Student  Body 

There  were  304  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  47.0%  Black,  32.9%  White,  06.3%  Asian,  and 
13.5%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

99.7% 

Attendance:                   

94.1% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

0 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  26  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 


Ranking  on  Sciiool  improvement  Awards 


■■n 

^^H 

Lower  third        Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Beethoven  Elementary  scored  in  the  middle 
third.  These  awards  were  based  on  student  and 
staff  attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Dedham  Line  bus  (Rte.  34)  to  school.  From  Washington  or  Ruggles 
Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Forest  Hills.  Proceed  as  above. 


Beethoven  Elementary 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1 994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages "  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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3rd  Grade  Reading 
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3rd  Grade  Mathematics 
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Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Beethoven 
Elementary's  3rd  grade  students 
on  average  ranked  in  the  upper 
third  on  reading  and  in  the 
middle  third  on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

A  cumulative  writing  folder  is 
maintained  for  every  child  in 
Grades  2  to  5.  Parent  volunteers 
monitor  and  document  the  progress 
of  children  in  the  Beethoven  Home 
Reading  Program. 

Next  Steps 

We  plan  to  expand  our  Read  Aloud 
Program;  to  include  a  variety  of  pen 
pal  networks  including  an  E-Mail 
network  in  our  writing  program;  to 
develop  integrated  thematic  units 
for  our  kindergarten  and  first  grade 
curriculums;  and  to  provide 
extensive  instruction  in  the  fine  and 
performing  arts.  Our  staff  is 
committed  to  obtaining  the 
resources  and  the  training 
necessary  to  provide  our  children 
with  the  latest  technological  tools 
and  to  integrate  these  tools  across 
our  curriculum. 


Additional  Comments 

The  Beethoven  School  offers  a 
supportive  environment  in  which 
our  children  strive  toward  high 
achievement;  specialized 
instruction  for  children  with  unique 
academic  needs  including  those 
who  are  gifted  and  talented;  access 
to  support  services  for  all  our 
families;  and  an  open  invitation  to 
all  parents  and  community 
members  to  become  involved  in  our 
programs  and  projects. 
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•  Has  active  parent  volunteer  groups  to  help  in 
various  programs. 

Student  Body 

There  were  274  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  57.7%  Black,  16.1%  White,  01.8%  Asian,  and 
24.5%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

99  6% 

Attendance:                   

93.8% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

1 

Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  mission  of  the  N^argaret  Fuller  School  is  to 
provide  a  strong  academic  curriculum  which  will 
develop  each  child's  abilities  and  will  build  upon  his 
talents.  Our  faculty  will  foster  the  personal  and 
intellectual  development  of  each  student  as  we  lead 
him/her  into  the  next  century. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Small  school  in  a  residential  neighborhood; 

•  Writing  to  Read  lab  for  Kindergarten  and  First 
Grade  students; 

•  Offers  Young  Authors  and  Dramatic  Arts 
programs; 

•  Before  school  program; 

•  Publishes  weekly  newsletter; 

•  Offers  programs  with  the  Boston  Park  Rangers, 
Forest  Hills  Nursing  Home  and  the  Pine  Street 
Inn; 

•  Involved  in  very  successful  Read  Aloud  and 
Weekly  Reading  Contract  programs; 

•  Hosts  Annual  Fun  Fair  and  Field  Day  for  all 
students  and  their  families; 

•  Performed  above  the  national  average  in 
Reading  and  Math  Metropolitan  Acheivement 
tests  on  all  grade  levels; 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills,  Ruggles  or  Washington  Street  Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Green  Street. 
Walk  up  Glen  Road  to  school.  From  Dudley  Square  Station  take  Forest  Hills  bus  (Rte.  42)  to  Green  Street.  Proceed  as 
above. 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  50  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $6,850. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 
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Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools. 
Fuller  Elementary  scored  in  the  upper  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  voted  to  give  each 
teacher  an  equal  portion  of  the  School 
Improvement  Award  money  to  use  for  classroom 
improvements. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1 994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
l\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

Our  assessment  and  evaluation 
program  has  been  developed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  all.  It  includes, 
but  is  not  limited  to.  Cumulative 
Writing  Folders,  Portfolio 
assessments  and  Teacher/Student 
Conferences.  Informal 
assessments  are  ongoing  and 
provide  the  teacher  with  the  means 
to  determine  a  student's  needs  and 
the  opportunity  to  provide 
immediate  assistance. 

Next  Steps 

To  assure  our  continued  success, 
we  at  the  Margaret  Fuller  School 
are  developing  a  school-wide 
Literature  program  that  will  expose 
our  students  to  a  variety  of  reading 
materials  -  fiction,  non-fiction, 
humor,  mystery,  poetry  and  drama. 
Success  Maker,  a  computer 
program  that  provides  assessment, 
instruction  and  evaluation  in 
Reading,  Math,  Science  and 
Language  Arts  will  be  offered  to  all 
our  students.  We  also  hope  to 
develop  a  partnership  with  one  of 

the  area  colleges.  Plans  are  being 
made  to  expand  our  relationship 
with  the  Brookside  Health  Center 
so  that  we  may  offer  programs  in 
Violence  Prevention,  Substance 
Abuse  and  Family  Counseling. 

Additional  Comments 

In  addition  to  the  traditional  core 
program,  our  students  benefit  from 
the  services  of  an  art,  a  music,  and 
a  computer  specialist.  They  enjoy 
different  leaming  experiences  on 
many  field  trips.  Our  students  have 
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walked  the  Freedom  Trail,  picked 
apples  in  the  country,  explored  the 
many  famous  museums  of  Boston, 
laughed  with  the  Mime,  and 
enjoyed  the  Babes  in  Toyland  and 
the  Nutcracker.  The  faculty  of  the 
Margaret  Fuller  School  is  our 
primary  educational  resource.  Our 
teachers  possess  an  impressive 
depth  of  knowledge,  but  it  is  their 
warmth,  energy  and  wisdom  that 
enables  them  to  be  effective 
teachers.  They  work  together  to 
challenge  each  child  academically 
to  realize  his  fullest  potential  in  his 
elementary  school  years. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  mission  of  the  Mary  E.  Curley  Middle  School  is 
to  establish  a  leaming  environment  in  which  all 
members  of  the  Curley  community  will  feel  a  sense 
of  pride,  investment,  ownership,  and  enthusiasm  for 
all  aspects  of  the  educational  process.  The  entire 
Curley  community  will  actively  participate  in  the 
decision-making  process  regarding  curriculum, 
staff/student  development,  facilities  and  school 
climate. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Clusters  students  by  grade  with  a  team  of 
teachers  and  small  classes;  special  needs  and 
bilingual  students  are  included  in  all  clusters; 

•  Is  implementing  the  Comer  Model  to  enhance 
the  school's  focus  on  students'  needs  and  to 
expand  parent  involvement  at  the  Curley; 

•  Offers  counseling,  peer  mediation  and  conflict 
resolution  through  a  school-based  counseling 
collaborative; 

•  Friday  Activity  periods,  fun  mini-courses  such  as 
jewelry  making,  chonjs,  drawing,  games,  etc.; 

•  A  Parent  Center  and  electronic  calling  system  to 
maintain  contact  between  home  and  the  school; 

•  Staff  who  speak  English,  Spanish,  French, 
Italian,  Greek,  and  Arabic; 

•  A  WICAT  Lab,  a  CAD-CAM  technology  center,  a 
citywide  satellite  center,  Channel  One  News,  and 
TEAMS/Telecommunications  for  Math  and 
Science,  art  class,  and  athletics; 

•  Offers  evening  tutorials,  intramurals,  the  Curiey 
"Peace  Basketball  League",  MassPEP 
(Pre-Engineering),  One-to-One  Mentoring 


project,  the  Stay-in-School  Program  (NBA, 
Sports  Museum,  Boston  Celtics,  McDonald's), 
and  the  Urtaan  Youth  Connection  (UYC); 

•  Has  partnerships  with  Simmons  College,  DuPont 
Corp.,  Innovative  Moves  Realty,  Brookside, 
Martha  Eliot,  and  Southern  Jamaica  Plain  Health 
Centers,  SCAT  (Counseling  Program),  and 
Harvard  University; 

•  Participates  in  the  Northeast  Regional  Center  for 
Drug  Free  Schools  and  Communities  Project 
which  is  based  on  the  belief  that  collaboration 
with  parents,  staff,  and  community  is  necessary 
for  each  child's  success. 

Student  Body 

There  were  696  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1 994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  35.3%  Black,  06.8%  White,  01 .4%  Asian,  and 
56.3%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  97.6% 

Attendance:  91.9% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:    1% 

Pupils  Suspended:        68 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  29  points  out  of  a  possible  75. 
The  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54 
points.  At  least  37  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 
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Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools,  M 
Curiey  Middle  scored  in  the  middle  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  dropout  rate,  student  and 
staff  attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  or  Copley  Stations  take  Route  39  bus  to  Moraine  Street.  From  Dudley  Square  or 
Jackson  Square  Stations  take  Centre-Eliot  Street  bus  (Rte.  41)  to  Moraine  Street. 


M  Curley  Middle 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  perfonnance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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8th  Grade  Reading 
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8th  Grade  Mathematics 
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Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
M  Curley  Middle's  8th  grade 
students  on  average  ranked  in 
the  lower  third  on  reading  and  in 
the  middle  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
iVIeasure  Student 
Performance 

The  school  has  been  a  pilot  site  for 
altemative  assessments  (essay 
type  questions;  observation  of  what 
students  do  when  solving  problems 
in  science,  math,  English,  and 
reading,  and  multiple  choice 
questions).  Teachers  use  portfolios 
(folders),  journals,  projects,  and 
presentations  to  determine  student 
progress. 

Next  Steps 

To  maintain  our  current  progress, 
we  plan  to  have  more  staff  and 
parents  trained  in  the  Comer  Model 
during  1995-1996.  Our  new 
reading,  language  arts,  and  ESL 
series  are  in  place,  and  staff  will  be 
working  together  to  make 
connections  through  literature  and 
writing.  We  are  looking  for  funding 
to  develop  a  comprehensive 
after-school  program  and  to 
continue  our  Vanguard  (inclusion) 
program. 


Additional  Comments 

The  Curley  strives  to  connect 
learning  at  school  to  students, 
families,  friends,  and  the 
community.  We  believe  that  all 
children  are  special  and  that  all 
children  have  the  capacity  for 
learning.  We  strive  to  create  an 
environment  where  all  children  are 
valued  regardless  of  leaming  level 
and  style,  language  ability,  and 
cultural  or  ethnic  background. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Hale  School  strives  to  challenge  children  to  build 
self-esteem  and  develop  independence.  We  expect 
students  to  work  to  their  highest  ability,  actively 
participating  in  the  daily  process  of  "learning."  To  do 
this  we  provide  a  school  environment  that  is  safe, 
happy,  and  orderly  and  which  encourages  individual 
student  progress  and  creativity.  In  building  individual 
character  and  self-esteem,  the  elements  of 
cooperation,  understanding  and  a  broad  appreciation 
of  human  diversity  is  emphasized. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Is  a  small  school,  on  Fort  Hill,  Roxbury; 

•  Has  a  computer  lab  and  a  library; 

•  Is  a  partner  with  CH2M  Hill  Company; 

•  Has  student  teachers  from  Wheelock  College; 

•  Participates  in  "Literature  Is  Tops"; 

•  Has  been  completely  renovated; 

•  Has  received  grants  to  supplement  reading  & 
math  studies. 


Student  Body 

There  were  208  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  90.9%  Black,  01.4%  White,  00.0%  Asian,  and 
07.7%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year; 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 


97.6% 
90.5% 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
n  jst  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  30  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $5,155. 

Ranking  on  Sctiool  Improvement  Awards 
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Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Hale  Elementary  scored  in  the  middle  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  Hale  School's  award  of  $5,155  will  be  spent 
directly  for  student,  teacher  and  classroom  uses. 
Each  classroom  will  receive  a  tape  recorder  for 
use  with  reading  programs,  a  VCR  will  be 
purchased  and  additional  printing  and  duplicating 
materials  for  classroom  use  will  be  purchased. 
Each  teacher  will  also  receive  a  monetary 
allocation  to  purchase  materials  for 
individualized  classroom  interests  and  needs. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Dudley  Square  Station  take  Forest  Hills  bus  (Rte.  42)  to  Cedar  Street.  Walk  up  Cedar  Street  to 
school.  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Ruggles  bus  (Rte.  42)  to  Cedar  Street.  Proceed  as  above. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 


Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 
Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 
Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages "  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

Other  ways  to  measure 
performance  are  by  observation  of 
how  a  child  performs  given  tasks, 
informal  testing,  portfolio 
assessments,  maintaining  pupil 
logs  of  progress,  maintaining 
student  grades  on  a  regular 
(weekly)  basis,  and  by  keeping 
score  on  satisfactory 
accomplishment  of  review  and  drill 
work. 

Next  Steps 

To  improve  student  perlormance 
this  year,  the  school  has:  1 . 
Monitored  curriculum  In  each 
grade.  2.  Provided  staff  more 
flexibility  to  innovate.  3.  Scheduled 
P&D  Periods  so  that  teachers  may 
"team".  4.  Enlarged  classroom 
libraries.  5.  Emphasized  effective 
use  of  student  time  on  task.  6. 
Minimized  classroom  interruptions. 
7.  Emphasized  constant  review  of 
student  progress.  8.  Utilized  more 
parent  volunteers  in  the  school. 

Additional  Comments 

The  Hale  School's  philosophy  of 
teaching  and  learning  is  to  provide 
an  academic  setting  for  students 
that  stresses  education  and 
achievement  in  a  positive, 
supportive,  friendly  environment 
where  all  students  are  aware  of 
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3rd  Grade  Mathematics 

themselves,  are  attentive,  and  are 
respectful  of  others.  The  Hale 
School  is  a  small  school  with  a 
personal  concern  for  all  students. 
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atmosphere.  Parents  are  always 
welcome.  We  encourage  a  close 
relationship  between  the  home  and 
school.  Achievement  is  encouraged 
and  rewarded  at  all  levels. 
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A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Phillis  Wheatley  Middle  School  is  dedicated  to 
the  humanistic  education  of  students.  We  endeavor 
to  teach  the  total  child  -  socially,  academically,  and 
physically.  Our  philosophy  is  clearly  expressed  in  our 
school  motto,  "We  have  come  here  to  learn  about 
ourselves,  each  other,  and  the  world."  Our  teachers 
reach  outside  the  four  walls  of  the  classroom  and 
stress  an  interdisciplinary  approach  to  learning.  We 
strive  for  a  mastery  of  the  basic  skills  and  a 
preparation  for  high  school  and  beyond. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Students  are  arranged  in  clusters  to  facilitate 
learning  and  allow  teachers  to  plan  together  and 
meet  with  parents; 

•  Interdisciplinary  thematic  instruction  allows 
teachers  from  different  subject  areas  to  work 
with  students  on  one  theme  to  teach  basic  skills; 

•  Music  lab  and  Computer  lab; 

•  Student  support  team  provides  for  student 
counseling  when  needed; 

•  Arts  Consortium  working  with  local  museums, 
theaters,  and  art  institutions  to  integrate  the  arts 
into  the  Math,  Science,  English,  Reading,  and 
Social  Studies  curhculum; 

•  Emphasize  basic  Reading  and  Math  in  all 
subject  areas; 

•  Partnership  with  Boston  University  Medical 
Center  Hospital  providing  academic  help  such  as 
tutoring,  read-aloud  sessions,  career  education, 
and  more; 


•  Uses  cooperative  learning  -  students  may  work 
in  groups  to  solve  problems,  work  on  projects, 
do  peer  tutoring,  and  find  their  own  style  of 
learning; 

•  Young  Negotiators  Grant  helps  students  with 
peer  mediation  for  conflict  resolution; 

•  Middle  Mast  Grant  recipient  for  "The  Probing 
Yearbook",  giving  students  a  real  world,  hands 
on  experience  to  promote  math  and  science 
literacy  as  well  as  a  student  yearbook. 

Student  Body 

There  were  283  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  77.4%  Black,  05.7%  White,  00.4%  Asian,  and 
15.2%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  84.1% 

Attendance:  90.1% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:    0% 

Pupils  Suspended:        4 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  23  points  out  of  a  possible  75. 
The  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54 
points.  At  least  37  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


td 

Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Wheatley  Middle  scored  in  the  lower  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  dropout  rate,  student  and 
staff  attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  Sctiooi:  From  Dudley  Square  or  Ruggles  Stations  Walk  up  Warren  Street  to  Kearsarge  Avenue;  or  take  any 
Warren  Street  bus  (Rtes.  19,  23,  28  or  44)  to  Kearsarge  Avenue  (first  stop  from  Dudley).  From  Forest  Hills  or  Washington 
Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Ruggles.  Proceed  as  above. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
li/lay,  1995 

8th  Grade  Reading 
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Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 


8th  Grade  l\/lathematics 
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Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Wheatley  Middle's  8th  grade 
students  on  average  ranked  in 
the  middle  third  on  reading  and 
in  the  lower  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

All  students  at  the  Wheatley  Middle 
School  use  portfolio  assessments 
such  as  journals  or  the  John  Collins 
Writing  Folder.  This  brings  us  into 
line  with  the  new  state  initiatives  for 
writing  required  by  the  Education 
Reform  Act  of  1993.  Oral  and 
informal  assessments  are 
completed  to  determine  the 
individual  learning  styles  of  our 
students. 


Next  Steps 


The  Wheatley  Middle  School  will 
continue  to  move  forward  toward  its 
goals  outlined  in  our  mission 
statement.  We  are  continually 
striving  to  break  down  the  walls 
between  the  disciplines  of  the 
traditional  middle  school.  The 
courses  offered  to  our  students  will 
be  delivered  with  a  thematic 
approach  to  teaching  on  a 
cluster-wide  basis.  Peer-tutoring 
and  cooperative  learning  will 
continue  to  be  a  basic  part  of  this 
approach.  Our  students  will  learn 
and  retain  more  as  well  as 


strengthen  basic  skills  to  be 
successful  in  todays  world. 

Additional  Comments 

A  School  Improvement  Plan  will  be 
developed  that  will  focus  on  school 
planning  for  new  and  existing 
program  development.  This  will 
bring  together  assessment, 
curriculum,  business/college 
pairings,  parental  involvement, 
financial  resources,  technology, 
professional  development,  and 
incentive  programs  for  the 
Wheatley  Family  so  that  all 
programs  are  working  toward  our 
stated  goals.  Special  programs 
such  as  Young  Negotiators  and 
Arts  Are  Academic,  and  our 
partnership  with  the  Boston 
University  Medical  Center  Hospital, 
will  further  improve  our  curriculum 
to  prepare  our  students  for  the 
complexities  of  today's  world. 


S2980-OISRTL95V1 .2-t  .080 


Boston 
Public  Schools 


Phineas  Bates  Elementary 

School 


CATHERINE  F  JAMES 
Principal/Headmaster 

426  BEECH  ST 

BOSTON,  MA  02131 

635-8064 

December,  1995 


A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  perfomiance,  please 
contact  the  school. 


Mission  Statement 

The  Phineas  Bates  Elementary  School  is  dedicated 
to  enhancing  the  social,  emotional  and  academic 
needs  of  every  student.  We  stress  the  acceptance  of 
differences  and  prize  the  unique  worth  of  each 
Individual  student.  The  school  is  committed  to 
ensuring  a  challenging  and  flexible  curriculum, 
emphasizing  basic  skills,  enrichment  and 
remediation.  The  school  provides  a  nurturing 
atmosphere  where  children  can  learn  and  grow.  We 
believe  that  combining  the  resources  of  students, 
staff  &  community  will  prepare  our  children  for 
today's  complex  world. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Before  School  Daycare  Program,  Before  School 
Tutorial  Program; 

•  Schoolwide  thematic  units  that  enhance  the 
curriculum; 

•  Teachers  encourage  students  to  be  critical 
thinkers  and  leamers  by  using  cooperative 
learning  strategies  and  peer  tutoring; 

•  Schoolwide  music  program  including  grade  level 
chorus  and  instrumental  instruction; 

•  Part  of  TEAMS  (Telecommunications  Education 
for  Advances  in  Math  and  Science); 

Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Dedham  Line  bus  (Rte.  34)  to  Beech  Street.  Cross  Washington  Street 
and  walk  up  Beech  Street  to  school.  From  Washington  or  Ruggles  Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Forest  Hills.  Proceed 
as  above. 


•  LESSON  ONE  and  Monthly  Awards  Activities 
help  build  Self-Esteem. 


Student  Body 

There  were  317  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1 994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  57.1%  Black,  20.5%  White,  02.8%  Asian,  and 
19.6%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  97.5% 

Attendance:  92.5% 

Pupils  Suspended:        1 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  10  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  ttiird       Middle  third      Upper  ttiird 
Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Bates  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 


Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 
Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 
Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 


Median  P«rc*ntll« 


Reading 


Mathematics 


55      54 


50      57 


Syslamwid* 
"le-"Aver«g«8' 


Median  Parcantil* 
I  66     69 


Grada  In  SY1994-95 


fIL 


Systemwida 


66     65  63     66  60     63       [g-'Avaragaa' 


85 


16 


National 
>"Average' 


Grade  In  SY1994.95 


n      1993-94 


1994-95 


Comparison  withi  Other 
Boston  Schools 
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3rd  Grade  Reading 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Bates  Elementary's  3rd 
grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  lower  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  middle  third 
on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

All  students  in  grades  1-5  write  in 
their  joumals  daily.  Writing  folders 
are  used  by  students  in  grades  3,  4 
and  5  to  show  their  progress  in 
language  arts.  Our  school-wide 
themes  allow  students  to  complete 
group  and  individual  projects  to 
demonstrate  what  they  have 
leamed  in  all  subjects  across  the 
curriculum.  All  classes  maintain 
student  folders  to  display  work  that 
occurred  during  each  mari<ing 
period. 

Next  Steps 

To  improve  our  current  level  of 
achievement,  we  plan  to  implement 
a  number  of  new  programs  during 
the  1995-1996  school  year.  Student 
portfolios  will  be  developed 
school-wide.  The  self-esteem 
program  will  continue  to  include 
Lesson  One  and  student  monthly 
awards.  Parent  involvement  will  be 
increased  so  that  every  grade  will 
have  a  room  parent.  We  will 
expand  social  studies,  science, 
mathematics,  reading  and 


language  arts  through  our  monthly 
multigraded  activity  period. 

Additional  Comments 

The  Bates  School  is  proud  of  its 
commitment  to  educating  every 
student  to  his/her  fullest  potential. 
We  have  formed  a  collaborative 
with  Boston  Community  Services 
which  provides  a  counselor  who 
works  with  students  in  each  class 
on  their  personal  growth  and 
character  development.  We  value 
our  association  with  West  Roxbury 
High  School,  Boston  Partners  in 
Education  and  the  local  business 
community.  Our  school  allows 
students  to  feel  safe  in  a 
comfortable  atmosphere.  The  staff 
emphasizes  individual  uniqueness 
and  takes  pride  in  the  school 
diversity.  Our  school  motto, 
"EVERYONE  RATES  AT  THE 
BATES,"  is  promoted  and 
challenged  daily  by  teachers, 
parents  and  volunteers  working 
together  to  enhance  self-  esteem, 
academic  and  social  growth  of 
every  student. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plar    for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
bettt  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

It  is  the  mission  of  the  Quincy  E.  Dickerman  School 
to  support  students  in  developing  to  their  fullest 
potential.  We  believe  that  by  helping  them  to  achieve 
mastery  of  the  basic  skills  of  learning,  we  increase 
the  hope,  a  joy  of  learning,  and  improve  self-esteem. 
The  entire  school  community  is  committed  to 
identifying  and  effectively  utilizing  many  resources  in 
order  to  achieve  this  goal. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Is  part  of  TEAMS  (Telecommunications 
Education  for  Advances  in  Math  and  Science); 

•  Has  an  excellent  computer  lab  with  MAC  and 
IBM  computers; 

•  Every  classroom  has  a  learning  center  with  a 
listening  lab; 

•  Mentoring  program  now  in  its  5th  year  with  Mass 
Housing  Finance  Agency; 

•  Has  a  family  support  program  with  South  End 
Community  Health  Center  in  connection  with  the 
C.H.E.S.S.  Program; 

•  Partnership  with  Boston  University; 

•  Programs  include  Arts  in  Progress,  Community 


Music  Center,  Young  Audience,  and  Literature  Is 
Tops; 

•  Science  Museum  Eye  Opener  Program  Grade  2; 

•  Voices  of  Love  and  Freedom  Program. 

Student  Body 

There  were  346  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  84.7%  Black,  00.9%  White,  00.0%  Asian,  and 
13.6%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  94.2% 

Attendance:  91.7% 

Pupils  Suspended:        2 

School  Improvenfient  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  18  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  Sctiool  Improvement  Awards 
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Lower  third       Middle  ttiird      Upper  third 
Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Dickerman  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Andrew  Station  take  Franklin  Park  bus  (Rte.  1 6)  to  Quincy  Street.  Walk  right  on  Quincy  Street; 
tum  left  on  Magnolia  Street.  From  Park  Street  Station  take  Red  Line  train  to  Andrew.  Proceed  as  above. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
n/lay,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
IVIeasure  Student 
Performance 

All  students  in  grades  2,  3,  4,  and  5 
maintain  a  cumulative  writing  folder 
for  Language  Arts.  Students  in 
grades  1  -  5  complete  the  end  of 
story,  unit  tests  and  end-of-book 
tests  in  conjunction  with  the  reading 
program  report  card. 

Next  Steps 

To  help  improve  our  math  and 
reading  scores,  we  plan  to  increase 
the  use  of  manipulatives  and 
integrate  math  into  other  curriculum 
areas.  With  the  additional  staff 
member  in  Title  1,  more  students 
will  be  sen/ed,  adding  extra  reading 
enrichment  periods  for  students. 
We  will  be  developing  and 
expanding  writing  skills  with  the  use 
of  a  grant  funded  by  the  Boston 
Plan  for  Excellence  with  every  child 
writing  their  own  book.  Our 
computer  lab  is  up  and  running  with 
MAC  computers  and  16  IBM 
PS/2's.  Our  goal  is  to  increase 
computer  literacy  for  all  students 
and  teachers. 

Additional  Comments 

While  trying  to  improve  on 
curriculum  programs,  the 
Dickerman  School  Staff  are 
attending  many  professional 
development  classes  to  improve  on 
the  variety  of  ways  to  increase  the 
learning  process.  Our  motto 

,^  .^^^^^ 

Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

3rd  Grade  l^athematics 

"Connecting 

Home-School-Community"  is 
beginning  to  become  a  reality  with 
increased  support  from  parents. 

V&.r  i.  *W^*«v'«.i* 

colleges,  and  community  business. 

Lower  third 

Another  way 
achievemen 
end  test  sco 
representati 
to  other  Bos 
schools,  Die 
Elementary' 
on  average 
third  on  reac 
third  on  mat 

Middle  third 

to  look  at 
t  is  to  look  a 
res  for  one 
\ie  grade.  Cc 
ton  element? 
kerman 
s  3rd  grade  s 
ranked  in  the 
ling  and  in  th 
hematics. 

Upper  third 

year 

>mpared 
iry 

students 
} upper 
le  upper 

S4051 -OISRTL95V1 .3-1 .300 


Boston 
Public  Schools 


Rafael  Hernandez  School 

Two- Way  Bilingual 

Program 


MARGARITA  MUNIZ 
Principal/Headmaster 

61  SCHOOL  ST 

BOSTON,  MA  021 19 

635-8187 

December,  1995 


A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Leanning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Rafael  Hemandez  Two-Way  Bilingual  School  is 
committed  to  the  growth  of  our  students,  both  as 
individuals  and  as  members  of  the  community.  The 
academic  growth  of  our  diverse  population  of 
students  is  a  phmaty  focus.  Students  work  to 
develop  language  arts  skills  in  both  English  and 
Spanish.  We  expect  our  students  to  set  goals, 
master  high  achievement,  and  respect  many 
cultures. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  The  program  at  the  school  goes  from 
kindergarten  I  to  grade  eight; 

•  Instruction  in  academic  areas  in  English  and 
Spanish  begins  at  the  Kindergarten  level  and 
continues  through  grade  eight; 

•  Expeditionary  Learning/Outward  Bound  -  a 
program  of  interdisciplanary  studies  and  outdoor 
challenges; 

•  Has  two  computer  labs:  one  for  individualized 
instruction  in  reading  and  mathematics;  the  other 
to  develop  computer  literacy.  Computers  are 
also  available  in  several  classrooms; 

•  One-third  of  our  sixth  grade  students  are  invited 
to  the  exam  schools  in  Boston; 

•  Students  are  encouraged  to  be  critical  thinkers 
and  active  learners  by  working  in  groups  on 
projects  at  all  grade  levels; 

•  All  students  are  expected  to  develop  strong 
language  skills  in  both  English  and  Spanish. 


Student  Body 

There  were  369  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  26.8%  Black,  14.6%  White,  00.0%  Asian,  and 
58.3%  Hispanic.  A  Bilingual  Education  program 
is  offered  in  Spanish.  Some  other  information 
about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  97.0% 

Attendance:  93.6% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:    0% 

Pupils  Suspended:        1 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  28  points  out  of  a  possible  60 
for  elementary  level  grades  and  36  points  out  of 
a  possible  75  for  middle  level  grades.  The  top 
scoring  elementary  school  received  50  points; 
the  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54  points. 
At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify  for  an 
award  for  the  elementary  grades  and  37  were 
needed  for  the  middle  level  grades. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 

Elementary 


Middle 


Lower  third       Middle  ttiird      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Hemandez  Elementary  scored  in  the  middle  third 
and  compared  to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Hemandez  Elementary  scored  in  the 
middle  third.  These  awards  were  based  on  dropout 
rate  (middle  level  grades  only),  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the  Metropolitan 
Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and  mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Jackson  Square  Station  take  Mattapan  bus  (Rte.  29)  or  Ashmont  bus  (Rte.  22)  to  Dixwell 
Street.  Take  Orange  Line  to  Stoneybrook  Station.  Tum  left  out  of  station  to  Amory  St.  Lett  on  Amory  to  School  St.  Tum 
right  on  School  St.  and  proceed  (5  blocks)  to  school. 


Hernandez  Elementary 


A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 


Median  Percsntile 


Reading 


Mathematics 


I  57  55       55  54       50  57       53  50      47  53       50  49~ 


Systemwide 
50  50   [g-'Averagee' 


75 


Median  Percentile 
I  68  69 


78 


Systemwide 


66  65       63  66       60  63       60  60       57  50       54  54    [c-'Averages' 


SO  — 


TW 


National 
•'Average* 


3  4  5  6  7 

n      1993-94  0      1994-95 


Grade  In  SY1 994-95 


82. 


National 
>*Average* 


rfe3      r^ 


3  4  5  6  7 

n      1993-94  g]      1994-95 


Grade  In  SY1994-95 


Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 
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3rd  Grade  Mathematics 
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8th  Grade  Reading 


8th  Grade  Mathematics 
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Another  way  to  look  at  achievement  is 
to  look  at  year  end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade  at  each  level. 
Compared  to  other  Boston  schools, 
Hemandez  Elementary's  3rd  grade 
students  on  average  ranked  in  the 
middle  third  on  reading  and  in  the 
upper  third  on  mathematics.  The  8th 
grade  students  ranked  in  the  lower 
third  on  reading  and  in  the  lower  third 
on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
l\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

*  Ongoing  and  culminating  projects 

*  Drafts  and  revisions  of  student 
work  *  Feedback  on  work  in 
progress,  participating  In  critique 
sessions  *  Work  products, 
exhibitions,  and  performances  * 
Assessment  is  embedded  in  the 
curriculum  '  Portfolio  assessment 


Next  Steps 


After  a  thorough  analysis  of  our 
strengths  and  weaknesses  each 
year  we  set  goals,  then  tailor 
instruction  as  well  as  activities  to 
achieve  them.  Expeditionary 
Learning/Outward  Bound  will 
continue  to  be  a  major  program  at 
our  school.  We  will  base  our  work 
on  ten  principles,  including  the  use 
of  the  natural  world  and  taking  the 
responsibility  for  teaming.  In 
addition,  each  student  will  continue 
to  be  required  to  write  and  illustrate 
a  book  every  year.  This  school  wide 
emphasis  on  writing  will  help 
students  be  successful  on  the 
curriculum  tests  newly  required  by 
the  state  of  Massachusetts. 


Additional  Comments 

High  standards  for  all  are  a  given  at 
the  Rafael  Hernandez  School.  We 
are  striving  to  educate  students  for 
the  21st  century.  They  must  be 
leaders,  be  able  to  work 
cooperatively,  be  flexible  thinkers, 
and  become  life  long  leamers  in 
order  to  meet  the  future  with 
confidence. 
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introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

iViission  Statement 

The  R.  G.  Shaw  School  Community  believes  that 
each  child  should  be  academically  challenged  in  a 
safe,  supportive,  and  nurturing  environment  that 
recognizes  individual  learning  styles.  We  are 
committed  to  education  for  service  and  responsible 
citizenship. 

Scliooi  Ciiaracteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Has  325  students  in  grades  6-8; 

•  Has  been  awarded  a  Harcourt  General 
Professional  Development  Grant  for  Algebra  and 
Mathematics  Instruction; 

•  Is  partnered  with  the  Faulkner  Hospital  which 
provides  Peer  Mediation  Training/Certified  Baby 
Sitting  Training/guest  speakers,  health  and 
science  fair  support; 

•  Is  partnered  with  Northeastern  University  to 
improve  math,  science,  engineering,  and 
technology  abilities  of  all  students; 

•  Is  one  of  only  three  Magnet  Technology  Middle 
Schools  in  the  city; 

•  Is  part  of  the  Algebra  in  the  Middle  Schools 
Project; 

•  Offers  after-school  activities,  clubs,  and  sports; 

•  Integrates  and  includes  special  needs  and 
regular  education  students  in  many  classrooms; 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Charles  River  bus  (Rte.  36),  Stimson  via  Belgrade  bus  (Rte.  35)  or 
Vermont  Street  bus  (Rte.  37)  to  Mt.  Vernon  Street.  From  Ruggles  Station  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Forest  Hills.  Proceed 
as  above. 


•  Is  part  of  the  Magic  Me  community  service 
project; 

•  Is  a  Vanguard  School  partnered  with  the  EDO 
(Education  Development  Center)  to  support 
students  and  staff  who  are  working  in  inclusion 
classes. 

Student  Body 

There  were  332  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  56.0%  Black,  22.6%  White,  03.0%.  Asian,  and 
18.4%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 

Promotions:  94.0% 

Attendance:  89.0% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:  1.2% 

Pupils  Suspended:  52 

Schiooi  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  21  points  out  of  a  possible  75. 
The  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54 
points.  At  least  37  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  Scfiool  Improvement  Awards 


id 


Lower  third        Middle  third       Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools,  R.G. 
Shaw  Middle  scored  in  the  lower  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  dropout  rate,  student  and 
staff  attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


R.G.  Shaw  Middle 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

8th  Grade  Reading 
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8th  Grade  Mathematics 
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Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
R.G.  Shaw  Middle's  8th  grade 
students  on  average  ranked  in 
the  middle  third  on  reading  and 
in  the  middle  third  on 
mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
l\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

The  Shaw  School  will  participate  in 
the  State  Assessment  Program  In 
Math  and  Science  at  grade  8  this 
year.  All  students  submit  regular 
writing  samples  to  the  John  Collins 
Writing  Folders.  All  Shaw  students 
submit  projects  to  the  annual 
Science  Fair.  These  submissions 
include  a  demonstration  and/or  oral 
presentation  as  part  of  the  regular 
science  curriculum. 

Next  Steps 

The  Shaw  School  intends  to 
increase  students'  ability  to  use 
manipulatives  to  solve 
mathematical  problems  and 
demonstrate  their  understanding  of 
underlying  math  concepts.  Our  site 
council  has  set  the  development  of 
a  working  school  parent  council  as 
its  number  one  priority.  A  third  area 
of  high  priority  for  our  school  is  to 
make  available  additional 
resources  to  enchance  the  social 
and  emotional  growth  of  all 
students,  specifically  by  increasing 
the  number  of  on-site  counselors  to 


meet  individuals  as  well  as  groups 
of  students. 

Additional  Comments 

We  are  a  school  responding  to  the 
increase  of  violence  in  our  society. 
To  this  end,  our  business  partner 
has  provided  Peer  Mediation 
Training  to  a  selected  group  of 
student  leaders.  Special  funding 
was  provided  by  the  Program  for 
Young  Negotiators  for  training 
students  in  grade  seven  to  learn 
the  skills  of  negotiation.  These  two 
exciting  programs  will  serve  to 
enhance  the  character  curriculum 
that  is  being  done  across  the 
system.  We  have  been  impressed 
with  the  level  of  discussion  and 
problem  solving  that  our  students 
have  undertaken  as  they  embark 
upon  this  journey  as  ambassadors 
for  peaceful  coexistence. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school,  if  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

it  is  the  goal  of  the  Washington  Irving  School  to 
insure  that  every  student  graduates  with  a  complete 
mastery  of  all  basic  skills;  to  instill  a  desire  to 
continue  learning;  to  develop  the  ability  to  solve 
problems;  to  inculcate  in  each  a  sense  of 
self-discipline,  tolerance  and  respect;  and  the  ability 
to  work  creatively  and  independently  using  all  the 
technological  advancements  of  our  modern  society, 
so  that,  ultimately,  each  may  become  a  well 
integrated,  law  abiding  and  conthbuting  member  of  a 
multi-cultural  society. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Cluster  placement  of  students  which  allows  for 
interdisciplinary  thematic  instruction; 

•  Unique  programs  which  provide  academic 
challenges  such  as  Exermath,  Advanced  Work 
Classes,  National  Junior  Honor  Society,  and 
Academic  Individual  Potential; 

•  A  student  support  network  which  addresses  the 
social  and  emotional  needs  of  students; 

•  Extra-curricular  programs  which  develop 
non-academic  skills,  instill  school  pride,  and 
foster  self-esteem. 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  middle  schools,  Irving 
Middle  scored  in  the  upper  third.  These  awards 
were  based  on  dropout  rate,  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  received  a  generous 
award  that  recognizes  the  school's  outstanding 
academic  achievements.  The  greatest  need 
appears  to  be  modernizing  computer  technology. 
Six  state  of  the  art  computers  will  be  purchased 
along  with  curriculum  based  software  and 
CD-ROMs.  A  central  electronic  library  will  be 
established  to  allow  all  staff  and  students  access 
to  both  software  and  the  Internet. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Dedham  Line  bus  (Rte.  34),  Stimson  via  Belgrade  bus  (Rte.  35), 
Charles  River  bus  (Rte.  36),  Vermont  bus  (Rte.  37)  or  Cleveland  Circle  bus  (Rte.  51)  to  Roslindale  Square.  Walk  across 
Cummins  Highway  and  along  Cummins  Highway  to  school. 


Student  Body 

There  were  763  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  37.0%  Black,  23.2%  White,  04.6%  Asian,  and 
35.0%  Hispanic.  Bilingual  Education  programs 
are  offered  in  Greek,  Multilingual  and  Spanish.  Some 
other  information  about  our  students  for  the  past 
year: 

Promotions:  89.1% 

Attendance:  91.5% 

Annual  Dropout  Rate:    0% 

Pupils  Suspended:        14 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  45  points  out  of  a  possible  75. 
The  top  scoring  middle  school  received  54 
points.  At  least  37  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $19,075. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

8th  Grade  Reading 
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8th  Grade  Mathematics 
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Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  middle  schools, 
Irving  Middle's  8th  grade 
students  on  average  ranked  in 
the  upper  third  on  reading  and  in 
the  upper  third  on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
IVIeasure  Student 
Performance 

The  majority  of  our  students  use 
the  Collins  Writing  Folders  across 
the  curriculum.  Cluster  teachers 
meet  weekly  to  assess  individual 
student  performance  and  to 
formulate  strategies  to  meet 
students'  needs. 


Next  Steps 


The  sound  construction  and 
completion  of  our  current  Three 
Year  Plan  will  allow  us  to  further 
expand  the  academic  goals 
successfully  implemented.  Among 
other  resources  we  will  utilize  our 
new  state  of  the  art  electronic 
technology  and  Internet  access  to 
accomplish  these  goals.  With  a 
student  body  representing  a  cross 
section  of  our  nation  with  both  a 
Spanish  bilingual  and  a  multi-ethnic 
cluster  along  with  a  mainstream 
population  of  over  six  hundred 
students,  we  have  a  unique 
opportunity  to  expand  both  social 
and  multi-cultural  goals.  It  will  be 
our  policy  to  integrate  all  students 
in  all  subjects,  in  all  activities,  and 


in  all  ways  that  they  can 
comfortably  and  successfully 
accept. 

Additional  Comments 

The  diversity  of  our  student 
population  is  our  greatest  strength. 
Those  from  varied  cultures,  ethnic 
groups,  and  academic  abilities  are 
included  in  mainstream  instruction. 
A  commitment  to  the  development 
of  the  whole  child  is  realized 
through  collaboration  with  Boston 
Community  Services,  Boston 
Chlldrens'  Services,  Alliance  for 
Inclusion  and  Prevention,  and 
Boston  College  School  of  Social 
Work.  These  community  partners 
provide  students  with  support 
through  Individual,  group,  and 
family  counseling.  Students  are 
encouraged  to  develop 
non-academic  talents  through 
participation  in  a  variety  of 
extra-curricular  offerings. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you 
a  better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing 
and  accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have 
specific  questions  about  your  child's  performance, 
please  contact  the  school. 


Mission  Statement 

The  mission  of  the  Early  Learning  Center-West  is  to 
act  on  behalf  of  the  needs,  rights  and  well-being  of 
the  whole  child  with  primary  attention  devoted  to 
assuring  the  provision  of  a  high  quality 
developmental  education.  The  Center  exists  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  healthy  and  constructive 
education  for  young  learners.  The  ELC-West  is  a 
challenging  learning  environment.  We  stress 
creative,  rigorous,  and  joyful  mastery  of  life-long 
skills  with  collaboration  among  teachers,  children 
and  families  in  the  design  and  execution  of 
meaningful  school  experiences.  Our  program  is 
based  on  a  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  young 
children.  We  recognize  that  early  learners  have  an 
innate  desire  and  drive  to  learn  and  believe  that  it  is 
our  responsibility  to  encourage  each  child's  curiosity 
and  interest.  We  believe  that  Every  Learner  Counts. 


School  Characteristics 


Special  Features 

Small  school  atmosphere  within  a  large,  full 

service  building; 

Curriculum  is  geared  to  the  unique  learning 

needs  of  small  children; 

Full  academic  day  program  for  all  students; 

Students  come  as  early  as  7:30  a.m.  and  stay 

as  late  as  6:00  p.m.; 

At  least  two  adults  per  classroom  during  the 

academic  hours; 

Dance  is  a  part  of  our  regular  curriculum; 

Newly  built  playspace  for  young  children; 


•  Ongoing  parent/teacher  partnership 
opportunities; 

•  Community  partnerships  allow  for  enrichment 
activities  during  surround  care  hours:  Girls 
Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  music  and  movement; 

•  Collaborations  with  Northeastern  U.  and  Boston 
U.,  the  Museum  of  Science  (PALMS),  the 
Center  for  Applied  Special  Technology  (CAST), 
the  Boston  Inst,  for  Art  Therapies,  Wheelock 
College  and  Community  Music  Center; 

•  An  alternative  to  more  traditional  kindergarten 
and  primary  school  experiences. 

Student  Body 

There  were  129  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of  the 
1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population  is: 
51%  Black,  31%  White,  2%  Asian,  and  16% 
Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about  our 
students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 
Pupils  Suspended: 


.96.9% 
.93.1% 
0 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those  schools 
that  performed  well  and  improved  the  most  during 
the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we  received  a  total  of 
21  points  out  a  possible  60.  The  top  scoring 
elementary  school  received  50  points.  At  least  30 
points  were  needed  to  qualify  for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third        Mid  third        Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools. 
West  Zone  ELC  scored  in  the  lower  third.  These 
awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the  Metropolitan 
Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and  mathematics. 


Directions  to  Scliooi:  From  Forest  Hills  or  Copley  Station  Take  Copley  bus  (Rte  39)  to  the  Veterans  Hospital 
corner  of  Heath  Street  and  South  Huntington  Ave.  Walk  up  Heath  St.  to  the  School.  From  Dudley  Square  or 
Jackson  Square  Station.  Take  Heath  Street  Bus  (Rte.  46)  to  the  School. 


West  Zone  ELC Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 

Other  Ways  to  Measure  Student  Performance 

All  Kindergarten  students  are  screened  within  their  first  six  weeks  in  the  program. 

All  Kindergarten  families  can  expect  a  midyear  progress  report  and  conference. 

Informal  checklists  are  administered  at  year's  end  in  our  Kindergarten  classrooms,  and  a  literacy 
checklist  is  used  by  all  grades. 

All  teachers  assess  children's  daily  growth  using  informal  observation  techniques  during  class 
presentations/performances,  play  groups,  etc. 

Work  samples  are  saved  and  shared;  such  items  as  journal  pages,  art  work  and  dictated  stories 
are  included. 

Special  learners  are  monitored  by  a  multidisciplinary  team. 

In  general,  children  are  given  more  opportunity  to  take  charge  of  their  instruction  as  the  year 
progresses. 

Next  Steps 

The  school  and  all  of  its  members  are  committed  to  a  strong  effort  to  infuse  technology  assisted 
instruction  into  our  daily  work. 

We  continue  to  work  very  hard  with  our  university  partners  to  better  assess  the  growth  of  our  very 
young  learners.  In  addition,  we  are  working  with  the  Center  For  Applied  Special  Technology  in  order 
to  integrate  computer  technology  more  fully  into  our  curriculum.  Computers  are  our  tools. 

Our  Playground  Committee,  with  the  support  of  the  Public  Facilities  Department,  is  designing  a 
playspace  for  the  entire  school  community. 

Additional  Comments 

(none) 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Ohrenberger  School  believes  that  "All  Children 
Can  Learn".  We  have  created  a  learning 
environment  that  fosters  character  education  as  well 
as  academic  excellence.  Our  primary  goal  is  to 
ensure  that  all  students  are  mastering  the  skills 
needed  to  perform  well  in  reading,  writing,  speaking 
and  mathematics.  We  also  develop  in  each  student 
the  ability  to  work  in  Cooperative  Learning  Groups, 
experiment  with  technology,  and  apply  advanced 
math  and  science  skills.  The  school  is  committed  to 
providing  a  nurturing  and  safe  learning  environment 
for  all  students. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Extensive  waiting  list  of  parents  who  select  the 
school  as  their  #1  choice; 

•  Smaller  class  size  for  maximum  learning  for  all 
students; 

•  Teachers  work  in  teams  to  plan  and  discuss  the 
progress  of  students,  and  develop  effective 
strategies  to  meet  the  needs  of  "All  Children"; 

•  Has  two  computer  labs  for  creative  writing,  math, 
science  and  reading; 

•  Foreign  Language  Spanish  classes; 

•  All  (K-5)  students  visit  and  participate  in  the 
library  program; 

•  All  (K-5)  students  participate  in  a  nationally 
recognized  creative  writing  program; 

•  Outstanding  music,  drama,  art,  and  Physical 
Education  Program; 


•  Very  active  and  involved  School  Site  Council 
comprised  of  teachers,  parents  and 
administrators; 

Student  Body 

There  were  670  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  31.3%  Black,  16.0%  White,  03.6%  Asian,  and 
48.7%  Hispanic.  Bilingual  Education  programs 
are  offered  in  Laotian  and  Spanish.  Some  other 
information  about  our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions: 
Attendance: 


99.3% 
92.9% 


School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  40  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award.  Our  award  this  year  was  $16,750. 

Ranking  on  Sctiool  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Ohrenberger  Elementary  scored  in  the  upper 
third.  These  awards  were  based  on  student  and 
staff  attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

The  School  Site  Council  decided  to  spend  the 
award  money  on  audio-visual  equipment,  library 
books,  professional  development  planning 
programs,  instructional  materials  and  field  trips. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Dedham  Line  bus  (Rte.  34)  or  Georgetown  bus  (Rte.  40).  Get  off  at 
Desoto  Road  and  tum  left  to  school. 


Ohrenberger  Elementary A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 

Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


■     id    ■ 

Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  Mathematics 


Lower  third       Middle  third       Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Ohrenberger 
Elementary's  3rd  grade  students 
on  average  ranked  in  the  middle 
third  on  reading  and  in  the  upper 
third  on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

All  grade  level  students  (1-5)  will 
participate  in  the  Dr.  John  Collins 
Writing  Skills  Management 
Program.  Writing  folders  for  all 
students  will  be  maintained.  A 
semi-annual  review  of  all  writing 
folders  will  be  conducted  to 
evaluate  students'  progress. 
Samples  of  students  writings  will  be 
kept  in  the  folders  and  passed  on  to 
the  next  grade  level  teacher. 


Next  Steps 


We  will  maintain  our  current 
Integrated  Learning  Model  and 
continue  to  use  Cooperative 
Learning  as  one  of  our  prime 
teaching  strategies.  A  sequential 
writing  skills  program  will  be 
implemented  in  all  grades.  The 
hands  on  math  and  science 
program  will  be  increased  in  all 
grades.  We  will  continue  our  Read 
Aloud  Program  and  maintain  our 
partnership  with  Harvard  University 
and  Judge  Baker  Counseling 
Center. 


Additional  Comments 

While  emphasizing  a  challenging 
and  creative  curriculum,  the 
Ohrenberger  School  staff  and 
parents  are  committed  to 
supporting  the  teaching  and 
leaming  process  in  other  ways.  We 
have  a  wonderful  partnership  with 
Harvard  University  and  Judge 
Baker  that  provides  school-based 
counseling  services  and  classroom 
tutoring  for  students.  We  also  have 
an  extensive  read  aloud  program 
that  attracts  over  100  community 
readers  each  school  year.  At  the 
Ohrenberger,  we  work  as  a  team  to 
create  an  atmosphere  of  respect 
and  safety  for  all.  Finally,  we 
encourage  activities  that  foster 
school  pride  and  a  sense  of  unity 
that  enables  us  to  respect  our 
diverse  backgrounds  and  leam 
from  each  other. 
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A  Report  on  Teaching  and  Learning 


Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishnnents  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Trotter  Community  is  committed  to  academic 
excellence.  All  are  challenged  and  encouraged  to 
excel.  Our  diversity  is  celebrated  in  an  environment 
that  is  safe,  clean  and  positive.  Science,  performing 
arts,  physical  education  and  technology  are 
integrated  into  the  curriculum  to  better  prepare 
children  for  the  21st  century.  Parents  and  community 
partners  are  a  key  ingredient  in  the  development  and 
achievement  of  our  goals. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Has  multi-graded  classrooms:  students  can  stay 
for  two  years  with  the  same  teacher; 

•  Is  organized  into  four  mini-schools,  each  in  a 
separate  area  or  "pod"; 

•  Is  actively  and  extensively  involved  in  staff 
development,  which  includes  training  in 
schoolwide  discipline,  the  Internet,  Efficacy,  and 
portifolio  assessments 

•  Is  part  of  the  Boston  Music  Education 
Collaborative,  and  has  a  renowned  music 
program  and  an  80-member  chorus.  Trotter 
students  participate  in  the  Boston  Ballet's 
CityDance  program; 

•  Uses  computer  technology  extensively,  with  a 
computer  lab  and  Internet  access  in  each  pod; 

•  Has  before-school  and  after-school  programs, 
including  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  homework 
club,  school  newspaper,  MassPEP,  and 
instrumental  music  lessons; 


•  Has  TEAMS  (Telecommunications  Education  for 
Advances  in  Math  and  Science)  and  MCET 
hook-up  for  telecommunication  education; 

•  Has  a  CityYear  team,  funded  by  our  business 
partner,  Keyport  Insurance; 

•  Has  active  parent  participation  in  a  required 
home  reading  program; 

•  Six  full  time  specialists:  art,  computer,  library, 
music,  physical  education  and  science.  Trotter 
has  a  modern  auditorium,  cafeteria,  and 
gymnasium. 

Student  Body 

There  were  615  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  83.1%  Black,  08.0%  White,  01.1%  Asian,  and 
07.0%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

97.4% 

Attendance:                   

93.2% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

18 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  25  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  ttiird      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Trotter  Elementary  scored  in  the  middle  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Dudley  Square  or  Ruggles  Stations  take  Franklin  Park  bus  (Rte.  44)  to  school.  From  Forest 
Hills  or  Washington  Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Ruggles.  Proceed  as  above. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1 994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 

Reading  Mathematics 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
n/lay,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 


3rd  Grade  tJlathematics 


Lower  third       Middie  third      Upper  third 

Another  way  to  look  at 
achievement  is  to  look  at  year 
end  test  scores  for  one 
representative  grade.  Compared 
to  other  Boston  elementary 
schools,  Trotter  Elementary's 
3rd  grade  students  on  average 
ranked  in  the  middle  third  on 
reading  and  in  the  middle  third 
on  mathematics. 


Other  Ways  to 
i\/leasure  Student 
Performance 

-  Annual  Science  Fair  with  100% 
student  participation  - 
Curriculum-based  Multicultural  Fair, 
culminating  building-wide  study  of 
diverse  cultures  -  AWC  invited  50 
Trotter  students  to  participate  - 
Student-published  newspaper  - 
Individual  student  achievement  is 
recognized  at  quarterly  award 
ceremonies  -  We  have  initiated 
school-wide  Writing  Portfolios  to 
document  individual  achievement  in 
language  arts 

Next  Steps 

The  grade  level  academic 
proficiencies  of  all  Trotter  children 
will  be  improved  for  each  student 
one  grade  level  per  year,  as 
determined  by  portfolio 
assessments  used  in  the  context  of 
an  integrated  curriculum.  One 
home  lesson  per  week  will  be  a 
writing  assignment.  Staff  will 
develop  portfolios  in  reading, 
language  arts  and  mathematics 
using  benchmark  criteria  for 
determining  grade  level  proficiency 


standards.  Training  for  teachers 
and  parents  will  be  made  available 
in  the  use  of  the  Internet,  efficacy 
and  portfolio  assessment.  Parents, 
business  and  community 
volunteers  will  be  recruited  to  tutor 
students.  Children  who  enter  the 
Trotter  at  K2  and  remain  through 
grade  3,  having  been  given  the 
necessary  supports,  will  be  reading 
at  grade  level. 

Additional  Comments 

Parents,  teachers  and  students 
who  choose  the  Trotter  have  vision 
and  foresight.  We  have  25  years  of 
commitment  to  providing  the  best 
quality  integrated  education 
available  to  young  children.  The 
Trotter  concentrates  on  building  a 
solid  foundation  in  reading,  writing 
and  math  to  prepare  our  students 
for  success.  The  school  strives  to 
exemplify  what  educators  and 
researchers  have  defined  as  a 
model  for  the  21st  century. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you 
a  better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing 
and  accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have 
specific  questions  about  your  child's  periormance, 
please  contact  the  school. 


Development  and  History 

The  Young  Achievers  Science  and  Math  Pilot 
School  opened  on  August  31, 1995.  The  school  was 
developed  by  a  group  of  Boston  parents  and 
educators  who  saw  the  need  for  a  K-8  elementary 
school  that  offered  a  developmentally  appropriate 
teaching  and  learning  environment  which 
emphasized  math  and  science.  The  proposal  was 
approved  by  the  School  Committee  in  June,  1994, 
and  the  implementation  process  began.  The  vision 
of  the  school  as  It  is  articulated  in  the  proposal 
includes  offering  students  a  challenging,  integrated 
curriculum  in  which  technology  is  used  to  enrich  the 
learning  and  teaching  environment  and  to  provide 
students  with  leaming  experiences  that  develop 
critical  thinking  and  problem  solving  skills  and 
strong  independent  and  cooperative  leaming  skills. 
The  philosophy  and  vision  also  emphasize  peer 
teaching  and  tutoring. 


Mission  Statement 

The  Young  Achievers  School  believes  that  all 
children  are  capable  of  great  things.  We  believe  that 
high  academic  achievement  occurs  in  a  safe  and 
socially  responsive  school  environment.  This 
environment  is  built  on  strong  relationships  between 
and  among  students,  staff  and  families;  respect  and 
appreciation  of  all  members  of  the  school 
community;  and  the  importance  of  taking 


responsibility  for  oneself  and  supporting  the  wori< 
and  efforts  of  peers  and  colleagues.  We  believe  that 
high  expectations  and  a  challenging  and  interactive 
curriculum  in  a  caring  classroom  community  evolve 
into  school  success. 


School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Small  class  sizes  of  20  students; 

•  Inquiry  based,  interactive  teaching  and  leaming; 

•  Strong  language  arts,  writing,  reading,  science 
and  math  curricula; 

•  Classroom  meetings  every  day  which 
emphasize  community  and  relationship  building, 
constructing  the  daily  schedule,  and  discussing 
the  activities  and  important  events; 

•  Offers  looping  -  teachers  and  students  spend 
two  year  together; 

Strong  parent  and  family  involvement; 

Offers  French,  Computers,  Physical  Education 
and  Music; 

Extended  school  hours  from  7:30-5:30; 

Citywide  K-8  magnet  school; 

Implementing  an  inclusion  model  for  special 
education  students; 

Engaged  in  partnerships  with  Wheelock  College 
and  Massachusetts  College  of  Art; 

Weekly  whole  school  community  meetings 
which  build  unity. 

Student  Body 

There  are  153  students  enrolled  currently.  The 
student  population  is:  63%  Black,  20%  White,  2% 
Asian,  and  13%  Hispanic. 


Directions  to  School:  Green  Line  'E'  route  to  Brigham  Circle.  Walk  down  Tremont  St  to  St.  Alponsus  and  turn 
left.  Smith  St.  is  the  first  block  on  the  rigfit.  From  Forest  Hills  take  #39  bus  to  Brigham  Circle  and  proceed  as 
above.  From  Dudley  Sqr.  or  Roxbury  Crossing  take  #66  bus  to  Mission  Church.  School  is  nearby. 
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Ways  We  Measure  Student  Performance 

Student  performance  is  measured  by  the  use  of  portfolios,  projects  and  demonstrations.  In  addition, 
we  have  developed  a  report  card  that  is  given  at  the  parent  teacher  conference.  The  report  card 
provides  parents  with  detailed  information  about  their  child's  performance  and  includes  both  an 
inventory  of  skills  and  a  nan-ative  component. 

Next  Steps 

The  next  step  for  the  Young  Achievers  School  is  to  continue  to  develop  our  math  and  science 
curriculum.  We  are  documenting  effective  and  successful  teaching  practices  that  facilitate  high 
academic  achievement  and  students'  taking  ownership  for  their  learning.  We  will  continue  to 
develop  our  relationships  with  Wheelock  College  and  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Art  which  will 
include  the  use  of  student  teachers  and  support  for  curriculum  development. 

Additional  Comments 

Our  teaching  and  learning  environment  recognizes  and  responds  to  the  different  teaming  styles  and 
needs  of  our  students.  We  emphasize  the  need  to  develop  and  encourage  students'  ability  to  solve 
social  and  academic  problems  and  to  be  active  participants  in  the  learning  process.  Students  are 
given  opportunities  to  make  choices,  to  discover  and  explore,  and  to  share  and  document  what  they 
are  learning. 
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Introduction 

In  this  first  issue  of  the  Report  on  Teaching  and 
Learning,  we  describe  our  accomplishments  and 
plans  for  our  school.  We  hope  this  report  gives  you  a 
better  picture  of  what  students  are  experiencing  and 
accomplishing  in  our  school.  If  you  have  specific 
questions  about  your  child's  performance,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Mission  Statement 

The  Mozart  School  is  dedicated  to  promoting 
academic  excellence  while  instilling  a  desire  to 
become  life  long  learners.  We  endeavor  to  thrive  as 
a  unified  body  of  students,  parents,  staff  and 
community  working  together  to  create  a  school 
where  the  environment  builds  confidence,  is  safe, 
clean  and  positive.  We  stress  the  uniqueness  of  the 
individual  and  recognize  that  our  children  learn  best 
through  a  variety  of  instructional  methods.  We 
endeavor  to  help  our  students  learn  the  skills,  habits, 
and  values  that  will  enable  them  to  become 
well-rounded  community  members. 

School  Characteristics 

Special  Features 

•  Has  a  strong  focus  on  literacy  and  hands-on 
learning; 

•  Integrates  language  arts  and  math  with  music 
and  art; 

•  Uses  computers  in  every  classroom; 

•  Has  a  WICAT  Computer  lab  and  a  Writing  to 
Read  program; 

•  Offers  Spanish  foreign  language  instruction  in  all 
grades; 

•  Children  in  Grades  3-5  leam  to  play  Chess  to 
improve  thinking  skills; 

•  Has  an  enriched  curriculum  that  is  supported  by 
numerous  grants; 


•  Is  a  member  of  the  nationally  acclaimed 
Accelerated  Schools  Network; 

•  Is  partners  with  Boston  College  and  Arthur 
Andersen  Consulting; 

•  Has  a  strong  sense  of  community  and  because 
of  its  small  size,  feels  like  a  close  family. 

Student  Body 

There  were  202  students  enrolled  at  the  end  of 
the  1994-95  school  year.  The  student  population 
is:  52.5%  Black,  26.7%  White,  01.0%  Asian,  and 
19.8%  Hispanic.  Some  other  information  about 
our  students  for  the  past  year: 


Promotions:                   

98.0% 

Attendance:                   

93.7% 

Pupils  Suspended:        

2 

School  Improvement  Awards 

These  awards  were  given  this  year  to  those 
schools  that  performed  well  and  improved  the 
most  during  the  past  year.  This  past  year,  we 
received  a  total  of  1 0  points  out  of  a  possible  60. 
The  top  scoring  elementary  school  received  50 
points.  At  least  30  points  were  needed  to  qualify 
for  an  award. 

Ranking  on  School  Improvement  Awards 


Lower  third       Middle  third      Upper  third 

Compared  to  other  Boston  elementary  schools, 
Mozart  Elementary  scored  in  the  lower  third. 
These  awards  were  based  on  student  and  staff 
attendance,  and  performance  on  the 
Metropolitan  Achievement  Tests  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 


Directions  to  School:  From  Forest  Hills  Station  take  Dedham  Line  bus  (Rte.  34)  to  Beech  Street.  Walk  right  on  Beech 
Street  to  school.  From  Washington  or  Ruggles  Stations  take  Orange  Line  train  to  Forest  Hills.  Proceed  as  above. 
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Change  Over  Time 

Boston  currently  uses  the  Metropolitan  Achievement  Test  ("the  Met")  in  reading  and  mathematics  as  its  standardized 
test.  School  "averages"  are  reported  as  median  percentiles  (the  median  is  the  middle  score  in  a  group  of  scores). 

Student  performance  is  expected  to  improve  over  time.  One  way  to  look  at  this  is  to  compare  the  scores  of  the  same 
group  of  students  from  one  year  to  the  next  year  (cohort).  The  charts  below  show  test  performance  for  the  same  group 
of  students  enrolled  in  the  school  for  the  entire  year  of  1994-95. 

•  Two  bars  at  the  same  height  suggest  the  same  progress  as  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  higher  than  the  white  bar  suggests  greater  progress  than  last  year 

•  Gray  bar  lower  than  the  white  bar  suggests  less  progress  than  last  year 

The  box  at  the  top  of  each  chart  shows  the  "averages"  systemwide  for  each  grade. 
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Comparison  with  Other 
Boston  Schools 

Achievement  Test  Ranking 
May,  1995 

3rd  Grade  Reading 

Other  Ways  to 
Measure  Student 
Performance 

Beginning  with  the  1995-96  school 
year,  the  Mozart  is  developing  a 
portfolio  system  for  collecting  and 
evaluating  student  achievement  in 
social  studies  and  language  arts  in 
the  fifth  grade.  This  program  will 
expand  to  all  grades  and  other 
subject  areas  during  the  next  two 
years.  The  Mozart  continues  to  use 
the  computer  lab's  Integrated 
Learning  System  to  assess  skills 
development  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

Next  Steps 

Mozart  teachers  are  active 
participants  in  the  nationwide 
Accelerated  Schools  Project,  in 
which  teachers  research  and 
develop  an  enriched  curriculum  for 
all  children.  This  curriculum  will  be 
organized  in  thematic  units  of 
study.  New  units  include  a  year 
long  study  of  the  Boston  Harbor 
Islands  in  the  fifth  grade, 
multicultural  music  for  all  grades, 
folktale  drama  in  the  fourth  grade, 
and  sports  math  in  the  third  grade. 

Also,  Mozart  teachers  are  working 
on  expanding  its  "backpack" 
program  for  enriched  home  study; 
they  are  creating  backpacks  filled 
with  activities  for  families  to  leam 
together. 

Additional  Comments 
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3rd  Grade  Mathematics 

The  arts  are  an  integral  part  of  a 
child's  experience  at  the  Mozart 
School.  We  emphasize  the 
development  of  literacy  through  the 
arts.  Music  and  art  lessons  include 
listening,  speaking,  and  writing 
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components.  Music  is  also  taught 
with  the  use  of  interactive  computer 
technology.  Beginning  in 
kindergarten,  all  children  are 
exposed  to  Spanish  as  foreign 
language.  Our  "Spanish 
enrichment"  course  introduces 
Spanish  through  songs,  poems, 
and  stories.  Children  also  leam 
about  the  history,  geography,  and 
culture  of  Spanish  speaking 
countries.  Our  cultural  diversity  is 
celebrated  in  many  ways,  in  the 
content  of  our  curriculum  and  in  our 
daily  social  environment.  We  stress 
pride  and  respect  for  hard  work  and 
high  standards  of  scholarship. 
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